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The Death of 
Diana, Princess of Wales 


KEN GILLMAN 


/ EPTEMBER’S solar eclipse clearly signified an outpouring of 
wR grief (2 o° % is on the antiscion of the eclipse itself) but why 
A) should it have been so conspicuous in Britain? By tradition, 
eclipses manifest their effects in places where they are visible 
and, as Figure | clearly shows, this eclipse occurred around midnight in 
London with the eclipse well below the horizon close to the local IC. The 
answer, I believe, is that the eclipse at 9°33’ I? was opposing the place of 
A in the chart for the reorganization of the UK as Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland following the birth of the Irish Free State—3:28 p.m. 
GMT, December 7th, 1922, Westminster, London. In the 1922 chart is 
at 9°49” } close to the eclipse point and %, at 17°44’ =, is near the place 
of 2 at 18°11’ + for the eclipse. The eclipse’s Ascendant at London was 
the degree of Diana’s ©. $ is close to her 4; is on her 4. 
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Figure 1: Solar Eclipse 


11:52 p.m. GMT, September 1, 1997; London 
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One of the standard interpretations of 2 ° % is “loss of the mother,” 
see for example Ebertin’s Combination of Cosmic Influences. Princess 
Diana was mourned as the mother of the two young princes, William and 
Harry, one a future king and the other his “spare.” On the eve of Diana’s 
funcral we learnt of the death of another mother, Mother Teresa! in Cal- 
cutta, a location where the eclipse had been visible. 


Figure 2: Diana, Princess of Wales 
7:45 p.m. BST, July 1* 1961 
Sandringham: 53N31, 0E31 
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Figure 2 illustrates the natal chart of Princess Diana. Her extraordi- 
nary appeal to others can be associated with the important fixed star Spica 
on her Midheaven. She was the world’s most photographed woman, con- 
tinually being hounded by paparazzi. Certainly she led a most bizarre 
public life. With a rising 4 and the 
D £ KO, she was very insecure, almost 
childlike in her desire to do good for others 
and so release herself from deep feelings of 
unworthiness of which her well-publicized 
eating disorders were merely symptoms. 
Like many born with » the first to rise over 
the Ascendant after birth, she needed co- 


‘ Born Agnes Bojaxhin in August 27" 1910 at 2:24 p.m. MET (-1:00), Skopjic: 
31NS59, 21E26, 
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Figure 3: The 1997 Solar return 
11:31:31 a.m. GMT, July 1, 1997; 53N31, 0E31. 


Figure 4: August 1997 Lunar return 
10:08:42 a.m. GMT, August 18, 1997; 53N31, 0E31 
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-stant attention. The insightful analysis of her chart by Shelagh Kendal in 
the last Considerations is not at all invalidated by the tragic manner of 
her death. 

It has been well publicized that the princess consulted astrologers in 
the past. I can only presume this ceased in recent times. Had she contin- 
ued to do so, she would certainly have been made aware of the great dan- 
ger she was in at the time of her tragic accident. Her solar return (figure 
3) of July Ist, 1997 warned of possible danger during the year, while the 
lunation of August 18th (figure 4) clearly showed the extreme dangers of 
the current month. 

In the solar return there were clear indications of the potential for an 
attack on her physical body during the year. The following are sufficient: 


1. o%, ruler of the VII" house, is at the Ascendant in detriment. 
2. Both lights are badly afflicted: OO of and ) & P. 


Besides these major warnings, which 
should be obvious to any competent as- 
trologer who examines Diana’s chart, o is 
opposite the Vertex—though many astrolo- 
gers continue to ignore this sensitive an- 
gle—and both o and the Ascendant are at 
the midpoint of the exact ?-P aspect (a 
passionate love affair ending in tragedy). 9, 
ruling the Ascendant and weak in Q, is on 
Diana’s natal ®, & K & Yanda PB. 

The ) is &° PL and closely 4 ¥. She is 
also exactly (0° orb) conjunct the fixed star 
Alcyone at 29°57’ 8. Alcyone is the leading star of the seven Pleiades. In 
India it is known as Amba, the Mother. One of its names is “the hen with 
her chicks,” another mother reference, Although Alcyone is not usually 
considered violent, its nature is like 2 ¢ 4, any solar return with a fixed 
star so close to the ) warns of the need for extreme caution. The ) is in 
the IX", about to move into I and ¢ B. In retrospect, we can recognize 
this astrological description of the impending car crash in a foreign coun- 
try and her tragic death with her companion, Dodi Fayed. 

The lunation at figure 4 is even more explicit. , k and in his debility, 
is closely opposing the rising degree and o ®; o is again in the I* house 
(this repetition tells us we are in the month warned of in the solar return); 
the return of Diana’s ) to its natal position has it & © after which the ) 
comes to conjunct the o" antiscion at 27°30’ #»; the return’s IC is her natal 
%); ¥ opposes the MC; and 8 is stationary 8, o the mean §. 
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Figure 5: Precessed Solar Return 
00:13:26 a.m. GMT, July 2, 1997; 51N31, 0E31 


Figure 6: Precessed Lunar Return 
10:56:57 a.m. GMT, August 18, 1997; 51N31, 0E31 
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The returns shown at figures 3 and 4 were calculated without making 
adjustments for precession. The precessed returns also indicate danger 
during the year and month. 

Figure 5 is the precessed solar return. The ) opposes P and is part of 
a grand trine with & and K—a distinctly unhealthy combination. 

Figure 6 is the precessed lunar return. The time of the lunation coin- 
cides appropriately with the exact moment of the full moon! 

Princess Diana and Dodi Fayed 
were recorded by security camera 
arriving at the Ritz Hotel for dinner 
at 21:50:34 the evening of August 
30th. The same camera had them 
leaving the hotel at 00:19:55 on 
August 31st. Their car was then ap- 
parently chased by paparazzi on 
motor cycles and, attempting to es- 
cape them, the car driven at high 
speed by a driver under the influence 
of alcohol hit the side of the under- 
pass beneath the Place d’Alama 
(48N51.9°, 2E18.1’) and overturned. The first report of the accident 
secmingly came at 00:27, but the official time of the accident was given as 
00:35.7 Dodi Fayed and the car’s driver, Henri Paul, were killed instantly. 
Diana was taken to the Pitié-Salpétriére hospital, where she was pro- 
nounced dead at 4 a.m. 

The chart I set up on first learning of the accident, before news came 
through of the tragic deaths is shown at figure 7. This is set for 00:24:29 
a.m. Paris time (22:24:29 UT, August 30th, 1997), cast for when the 
transiting ) was exactly conjunct the IC, from where she opposes the 
culminating 4. Charts such as this, set for when the ) is at the appropriate 
angle, can describe the nature of events over the next six-hours-or-so pe- 
riod. Diana’s natal Ascendant is on the horizon, descending. Given the 
conflicting reports of the time of the accident and the nearness of the im- 
pact scene from the Ritz Hotel, this chart should be close to the true mo- 
ment of the car’s crash. Note the ®, calculated for a night event, is in the 
10" degree of &, the location of Diana’s natal ©. 


? The London Times gave the time of the accident as 12:25 a.m., with the first 
telephone call received by emergency services at 12:27 a.m. Emergency serv- 
ices then reportedly arrived on the scene at 12:35, the time reported by the ma- 
jority of the media as the time of the accident. 
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Figure 7: Fatal Car Crash 
10:24:29 p.m. GMT, August 30, 1997; Place d’Alama, Paris: 48N52, 2E18 


Figure 8: Birth of the Paparazzi 
9:30 p.m. CET, August 14, 1958; Rome: 41N54, 12E29 
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Secondaries provide pertinent though perhaps less dramatic indica- 
tions: progressed is opposite the natal ) and the regressed (2 is exactly 
conjunct the natal o*. Regressed ) is conjunct the event’s . 

Converse transits (8/31/97 = 5/1/1925) are also meaningful. In the 
converse diurnal (the chart set up for the time of birth at the natal location 
on the converse transit day) » rises & O & 2, ) o ¥ straddles the MC, 
and there is 0’ GK and $0 ¥. All of these aspects are close, well within a 
degree, and they are obviously appropriate for the event. 


Some dated events in the life 
of Diana, Princess of Wales. 


Nov 14 1948 [Birth of Charles, Prince of Wales, the heir to the British 
throne at 9:14 p.m. GMT: 51N31, OW06. 

Apr 15 1955 {Birth of ‘Dodi Fayed’ Emad Mohammed al-Fayad in Alex- 
andria, Egypt. Time unknown. 

July 1 1961 |Birth of Lady Diana Francis Spencer, third daughter of the 
8th Earl of Spencer, at Sandringham (53N31, 0E31) at 7:45 
p.m. BST. 

Feb 24 1981 |Engagement to Charles, Prince of Wales is announced. 

July 29 1981 |Diana marries Charles at 10:18 GMT 
June 21 1982 |Birth of son William at 8:03 p.m. GMT: 51N32, 0W12. 

Sep 15 1984 |Birth of son Harry at 3:20 p.m. GMT: 51N32, OW12 
Mar 10 1988 |Charles’ foolhardiness kills his friend Hugh Lindsay in 
avalanche at 13:50 UT: 46N52, 9E53. 

June 15 1992 |Diana: Her True Story says Charles has had longtime affair 
with a married woman. 
Aug 25 1992 |The Sun prints transcript of phone call between Diana and a 
man who calls her “Squidgy.” 
Dec 9 1992 |Prime minister John Major announces that Charles and 
Diana are separating. 
Jan 12 1993 |Transcript released of intimate phone call between Charles 
and his mistress Camilla 
June 29 1994 |On TV, Charles says he had committed adultery after the 
marriage broke down. 
Oct 3 1994 |Princess in Love says Diana had a 5-year affair with her 
riding instructor, James Hewitt. 
Nov 20 1994 |On TV, Diana admits adultery with Hewitt. 
August 1995  |Reports link Diana and rugby star Will Carling. 

Sep 1995 |Carling and his wife separate. 

Dec 1995 |Charles receives letter from the Queen urging divorce and 
he agrees 

Feb 28 1996 |Diana agrees to divorce 
Aug 28 1996 |Final decree of divorce 
Aug 31 1997__|Diana and Dodi Fayed are killed in Paris. 
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The Paparazzi 

The Paparazzi got their name from the celebrity pest and scandal seeker 
Paparazzo in the Fellini film-classic of 1960, La Dolce Vita, who chased 
celebrities on his Vespa. The night of August 14", 1958, is the unofficial 
birth date of the paparazzi. A pack of Italian 
photographers, including Tazio Secchiaroli, on 
whom the Fellini character was apparently 
based, were strolling along the Via Veneto in 
Rome and happened upon King Farouk of Egypt 
at the Café de Paris with two young women. 
Flashbulbs popped; the king grabbed Secchia- 
roli. Another photographer, Umberto Guidotti, 
took a blurry, almost undecipherable picture of 
the two men tussling. When it turned out that 
magazines were willing to pay more for the 
blurry picture than for Secchiaroli’s photograph 
of the King sitting sedately at the café, voila, the paparazzi were in busi- 
ness, 

The chart illustrated at Figure 8 is arbitrarily set for 9:30 p.m. local 
time on August 14" 1958, at which time Diana’s natal © is at the IC. y 
and the £2 are about to set. The mean §€ at 19°31’ T and %, the only 
above-horizon planet, at 19°09 %, closely aspect the 19°38” T position of 
the transiting % at the time of Diana’s death. The attraction of the papa- 
razzi to Princess Diana may be due to the placement of the 8/58 P « Di- 
ana’s do", orb 1’, and the 8/58 % so close to her natal Ascendant—they 
surely made her life hell and restricted her freedom of movement, In the 
end they caused her death—> o her Ascendant. 
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Diana 
Britain mourns its Outlawed Moon 


PAUL F. NEWMAN 


JIE DEATH and funeral of Diana, Princess of Wales, was an 
extraordinary event in Britain. Around the September Solar 
Eclipse one could actually feel the collective soul of a nation 
grieving. 

Interestingly the ) is prominent by declination in both the national 
horoscopes in use in the UK. In the 1066 chart! the ) was close to the 
zero declination line at 1°07’ S, while on the 1801 chart’ it is out-of- 
bounds (beyond the ecliptic) at 26°58’ N. [A planet out-of-bounds is 
extreme, unaligned, out of the ordinary.] The United Kingdom chart is a 
Full Moon chart with the ) opposing the stoic # ©. The Victorian 
virtues of tradition, status and empire-building probably saw this chart at 
its heyday in the late 19" century, but the Saturnine qualities of reserve 
and formality linger. 

It is not surprising that, as a nation, the British have never felt totally 
comfortable with public displays of sentimentality or wild emotion (even 
patriotic ones), for their own ) is unfettered and unpredictable—and 
possibly dangerous if emotionally aroused. The British can be 
unpredictable in crowds. This willful anarchy sometimes surfaces in 
football matches and rock concerts, though rarely on official national 
occasions. The unexpected death of Princess Diana sparked off the 
irrational intensity of this ) in a big way and no one could be sure how 
the public would react. Diana was linked to the Establishment (the %® ©) 
but had become a figure who stood outside the establishment. She was 
royal but would never be a queen. She therefore symbolized the UK’s 
out-of-bounds & ) as perhaps no other woman before. 

In this most Aquarian of years her death has given her homeland a 
renewed focus to change outdated values and privileges. Through this 
tearful catharsis many institutions, including the media, were humbled. 
At her tradition-breaking funeral, the ) and its people had found voice in 
a day of silence. It seemed that nothing, not even the monarchy, could 
ever be the same again. 

The declination chart for the “Minute’s Silence’ at Diana’s funeral is 
evocative of the event. P and the ) were parallel (B 8°40’ S, ) 8°56’ S), 
portraying the intense depth of feeling concentrated in that moment. The 


' Coronation of William the Conqueror: December 25, 1066, Noon LMT at 
Westminster: 51N29.9, 0W07.5. 
? United Kingdom: January 1, 1801, 00:00 LMT, Westminster. 
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awesome silence that fell like a blanket across the British Isles at 11:00 
a.m. GMT on September 6", was also a live, warm and loving energy, 
for 4 was parallel the UK’s natal 2 (4 17°40? S, 2 17°38’ S) and ¥ 
contraparallel the UK’s natal 4 (¥ 20°16’ S, 4 20°17" N). It seemed to 
confirm what everyone was experiencing—deep but generous feelings 
towards an idealized lady. 


Princess Diana & the Dark Moon 


NICOLE GIRARD 


provided in a recent issue of Considerations, was conjunct the 

natal place of the true £ in her VIII" house at the time of the 

death of Princess Diana. In her 
1997 solar return the comet was conjunct 
her ©, at the same time opposing the 
© in the 1922 UK chart. 

The dark moon is very important in 
the chart of the princess. 

Her true § is at 6° Q, which degree 
has been symbolized by Janduz as the 
degree of a queen with scepter and diamond: 

Un sceptre sur lequel brille un diamant, jetant des feux comme une étoile. 
La volonté et l’énergie conduiront 4 une position dominate. 

It is close to the star Ascalli, ‘the nose of Leo’, in her 8" house, which 
Janduz related to “violent death by horses or a fall from a horse.” 
Nowadays, we travel by car instead of by horse. 

The mean § is at 16° Q. Janduz said this degree was represented by 
Un homme sur un chameau que des seviteurs suivent. In peut commander une 
armée ou une affaire commerciale Destin au loin--an Arab on a camel 
followed by servants and a caravan. 

The princess’s friend was Egyptian, the camel is the Mercedes, the 
followers the paparazzi. The Dark Moon indicates how one’s fate is 
manipulated in life. It was Diana’s fate to become famous as a member 
of the royal family (as shown by the degree symbolism of her true $) and 
then to end her life travelling with the son of an Arab shopkeeper 
(symbol of her mean §). 

The picture of Diana with a bleeding heart on page 35 of the last issue 
of Considerations was sadly prophetic. 


q OMET HALE-BOPP, its position taken from the ephemeris 


Y  & Pcross the IC’ 
Of Cerberus & blackest midnight born 


ANNE WHITAKER 


N MY HOROSCOPE the IC is ¢ & at 28°M. P, its ruler, is placed 
in the XII" house o %, 4, 2, ) and © in Q. Asa child I would lie in 
bed watching the roses on the wallpaper turn into malevolent faces as 
daylight faded. I had to make bargains with them before they would 
let me sleep. I read voraciously and particularly recall the works of Vic- 
torian novelist H, Rider Haggard whose myth-steeped descriptions of his 
characters’ adventures in Africa last century fascinated me. But Da Silva, 
the Dutch explorer whose frozen body was found centuries after his death 
in a cave high up Mount Kilimanjaro, transferred himself from King 
Solomon's Mines to the wardrobe in my bedroom, on and off, for a couple 
of years. Getting to sleep was no mean feat with an imagination like mine! 

My ‘real’ life—eating, sleeping, going to school—was incidental to my 
inner life which was full of what I felt were really interesting questions: 
Why are we alive? Do we live on several planes of existence at once? 
What is happening in other galaxics? If there are x-million Catholics and 
even more Buddhists and Hindus, how come they are all Wrong and 
Damned and a few thousand members of the Free Church of Scotland are 
Right and Saved? And what would happen if you unwrapped an Egyptian 
mummy and I wonder if I could make a shrunken head like the Jivaro In- 
dians and why did people paint pictures on cave walls thousands of years 
ago? 

These were the issues that preoccupied me for 
years. No one knew about them except my mater- 
nal grandfather, Calum. He had spent time taming 
wild horses alone in the middle of Argentina be- 
fore World War I, and in later life was the only B\ 

Church of Scotland missionary to visit ill or in- ae 
jured foreign sailors of all religions in the Isle of Cee 
Lewis hospital, despite the disapproval of the Free 

Church. “We are all God’s children,” he would 

say firmly to his critics. He died when I was eleven. I spoke to no one af- 


' This article was previously published in the Astrology Quarterly, Volume 67, 
No. 1, Winter 1996/97, the journal of The Astrological Lodge of London. 
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Whitaker: Of Cerberus & blackest midnight born 


Anne Whitaker 
6:35 AM GMT, August 16, 1947 
Stornoway, Scotland: 58N12, 6W23 


The writer uses the True Q at 28°36’0 
this differs by 29’ from the Mean QQ illustrated here 


28°D 26" 


28° 26" 


ter that, until I grew up and left home, about anything that really mattered 
to me. 

As P squared XII" house 2, ) and ©, then crossed the IC ¢ 8 from 
1993-95, what was left of my family of origin fell ina particularly painful 
and tragic way. I had to make choices in order to protect myself from de- 
structive urges of other family members which involved separation from 
loved ones which is probably permanent. The major decision I made dur- 
ing those years was that the blood tie does not give others the right to de- 
stroy your life. I was indeed fortunate in having an astrological frame- 
work, which helped to provide a meaningful context for the pain. 

As part of trying to process what was happening, I decided to compile 
a family history, and went up to the Isle of Lewis to collect some oral 
material from old people who knew my family back a couple of genera- 
tions. The day I sat down to write it up, transiting BP was exactly o B 
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within 4° of the IC. During the same week, I looked back through some 
old writings of my own, and found two unpublished pieces. 

The first was written in July 1970, six months after the start of ¥ tran- 
siting the IC. I was 23 then, and would have no knowledge of astrology 
until my thirties... 


“..My sister and I decided to take the dog and walk from our house, 
Just outside the town, to the Braighe, a beach very exposed to the sea 
well beyond the harbour. It would be a long walk but it was a beautiful 
briskly windy sunny day—snatched from the usual bleak incessant rains 
of a Hebridean July. 

We took a curving route through the town, via the district of Sand- 
wick overlooking the Beacon which had winked reassuringly at the 
mouth of the harbour for as long as I could remember. We approached 
Sandwick cemetery; my sister walked on by, but I slowed down. The in- 
evitability of Sandwick had been with me throughout my childhood, con- 
stant as the Beacon, but I had never passed through its gates. Only men 
attend funerals on the Isle of Lewis. 

“The sun is shining on the dead today!” I called to my sister. “Let's 
go and pay our respects.” 

She wasn’t too keen. 

“Have you ever visited Granddad and Granny's grave?” I asked. 

“No,” she said, “TI suppose we could do that.” 

We pushed open the heavy creaking gate. The graveyard, beautifully 
tended, sloped gently down to within a hundred yards of the sea. I real- 
ised that I did not know where my father’s parents lay. 

“I remember Daddy saying that the grave was down at the bottom 
end and to the left hand side,” my sister said. “With our English name, 
it shouldn't be difficult to find.” 

Our paternal grandfather had been posted to Lewis before the First 
World War, and met our grandmother in his first trip ashore. English 
gentlemen were a great rarity in these parts and very desirable 

“catches” to aspiring island girls like Granny, who had by all accounts 
been a strong and willfiul young woman. He was well and truly caught; 
apart from his period of war service he remained in Lewis for the rest of 
his long life. 

My grandmother was devastated when he died; they had been mar- 
ried for 52 years. I remember sitting with her in her bedroom, she who 
had always turned herself out so elegantly propped up in bed, an old 
singlet of my grandfather's failing to conceal her droopy, withered 
breasts from my young eyes. Up to then I had never known the desola- 
tion of not being able to console another human being—or that old peo- 
ple ever cried. 
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She wept and wailed and moaned, repeating, “I don’t want to live 
any more. What's the use, what's the use now he’s away?” 

Live on she did, doggedly, for nine years, lightened only by a late 
addition to the family. I was 15 when my brother was born. Granny was 
82 and halfway senile. The child was called Frederick, after Granddad. 
As the novelty wore off Granny slipped into senility, a querulous frac- 
tious husk, and finally just a husk, and a medical miracle, carried off at 
86 with her fourth bout of pneumonia. 

I was at university when she died, having become so distant Jrom her 
by then that I felt nothing but a vague sense of relief... 

“T've found it!” 

Thad fallen behind my sister in my reverie. She was standing about 
twenty yards away, I hurried to the spot. 

It was a plain and simple grave. A low railing ran around it. The 
headstone was in grey granite, with only the facts of their births and 
deaths etched on it in gold lettering. Noting with satisfaction, which my 
grandmother would have shared, the absence of ‘fancy versification’, I 
stood and looked at the grave. 

Without warning, for I had felt quiet and composed, there was a rush 
and a roar in a deep silent centre of my being; a torrent of desolation 
and grief swept through me. I wept and wept and wept, quite uncon- 
trolled. 

There they were, half my being. Where had it all gone: the passion of 
their early love; the conception of their children; her sweat and blood 
and pain as she thrust my father into the world; their quarrels, silences, 
love, laughter, loneliness and grief: their shared and separate lives? 
And this was it. On a hot beautiful day with the sea lapping on the shore 
and the seabirds wheeling and diving, a few bits of cloth and bone under 
the earth, an iron railing and a stone above. 

I was not weeping just for them. I was overwhelmed by a total aware- 
ness of my own mortality and that of all human beings before and after 
me. I had never felt so stricken, so vulnerable, so alone.” 


The second piece, however, written in the autumn of 1971, at the end 
of the ¥ transit of the IC, while ¥ was at 0°», shows that something else 
was now emerging from the underworld which would offer me inspiration 
and support. 


“..Jt was a lovely autumn evening. D came round for me after seven; 
he was going out to practice some pibroch.? Would I like to come 
along? It was a time of perfect balance—in the weather, in the satisfac- 


? The pibroch is the music of lament played on the Scottish bagpipes. 
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tion of work that was still new enough to be stimulating, in the fact that 
D and I were beginning to fall in love. 

We went out into the clear air; it would soon grow dark. D drove 
several miles out of town along deserted country roads to a hill above a 
small village. Taking out the pipes, he began to blow them up, and after 
much tinkering began to play. It was the first night I had accompanied D 
on a practice; to avoid distracting him I strolled off down the road. D 
was standing on a bank of grass at the top of a hill; beside him on one 
side was a little wood. On the other side of the road there was a ditch 
with whin bushes growing in it. 

Beyond the ditch was a rusty, saggy fence; beyond the fence smooth, 
mossy moorland dotted with whins, their vivid yellow colour fading into 
shadows in the gathering dusk. Opposite the moorland, below the wood, 
there was a field of long reedy grass; beyond the field, re darkening 
Perthshire hills. 

I looked from the skyline right up above 
me; a myriad of stars, taking their lead from 
Venus, were growing bright with increasing 
intensity as the dusk deepened. A mellow har- 
vest moon was rising, casting a glow on the 
hills. The air held a hint of gold. The clear 
notes of the pibroch in such a setting, blend- 
ing with the rare state of harmony that I felt in 
my own life, created in me an emotional inten- 
sity that was impossible to contain. I could 
feel the melancholy music of the pipes flowing 
through me like a magical current. 

By this time I had reached the foot of the 
hill. Lying down in the middle of the road, I 
spread out my arms, and gazed up at the 
stars. 

I could just feel a gentle breeze blowing over my body; could hear it 
soughing through the reedy grass. Drifting with the music through the 
night sky, slipping away from awareness of the present, or myself I was a 
timeless spirit of the air, traveling the vastness of space on the notes of 
the pibroch. An unobtrusive rhythm, a pulse, began to beat: growing 
more and more steady, it became a whispering message in my mind. 

‘There is nothing to fear,’ it said. ‘There is nothing to fear...’ 

An image of my lying dead, under the earth, came to me. Such im- 
ages, occurring at other times, had filled me with panic and disgust. 
Now, there was none of that. I could gladly have died at that moment; 
my flesh would return to the earth and nourish it, my spirit would soar 
to infinity. The pulse continued, flooding me with its light. 
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‘There is nothing to fear, nothing to fear, nothing to fear...’ 

At that point of spiritual ecstasy I felt the absolute reality of my soul. 
Such a moment might have lasted a second, an hour, or a hundred 
thousand years; but the music ceased, and the chill which was gradually 

taking over my body drew me gently back into the present...” 


The knowledge that connection was possible, glimpsed during the 
above experience, kept me going through the struggle to believe that life 
had an overall meaning, and to find my own way of making a creative 
contribution. This difficult, slow process was at the core of the rest of my 
twenties and much of my thirties. 

When XK crossed the 8 o IC in 1980/81, I began to study astrology, 
thereby fulfilling a prediction made by an astrologer I had casually en- 
countered in a launderette in Bath in England in 1974, I also met, moved 
in with and later married, my partner—his TM ) is conjunct my IC and 8, 
and he has an * © and Q. All very appropriate symbolism for the timing 
of the K o IC transit! His steady support, combined with the deep aware- 
ness of teleology which many years’ practice of astrology brings, have 
been vital for my personal and professional growth and development from 
the time )K crossed the IC until now, as P moves off that point. When P 
was still transiting the IC, but from »7, | applied and was accepted for a 
major astrological study course. The very day that P was exactly o U and 
about to cross the IC for the last time saw me beginning the first year of 
study. I felt a powerful sense of standing on firm inner ground after the 
turbulence and trauma of the last few years—of being in the right place at 
the right time, of having done what I could, for now, with my family in- 
heritance—of being ready to move on to the next growth cycle. 

Now that the outer planets have crossed the IC and moved into the 
Western hemisphere of my horoscope, | feel liberated from much of the 
pathology of the past, and more able to use directly in the world the un- 
doubted creativity inherited from it. Nor do I need any longer to make 
bargains with the shadowy figures who emerge when the light of day is 
dimming. 
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Legends of Love, 
Cycles of Heaven Part Il 


ROSALIND SUGERMAN 


Then take thy way, said La Beale Isoud, 
unto the court of King Arthur, 
and there recommend me unto Queen Guenever, 
and tell her that I send her word that there 
be within this land but four lovers, that is 
Sir Lancelot du Lake and Queen Guenever, 
and Sir Tristram de Liones and Queen Isoud.' 


lsoud 


As for the Queen Isoud, she is peerless of all ladies; 
for to speak of her beauty, bounte, and mirth, and of her goodness, 
we never saw her match as far as we have ridden and gone’. 


A BEALE ISOUD is perhaps the most elusive of all Malory's 

women and, without intense study, the impression of her is 

Neptunian, tempting one to envision a chart dominated by the 
fa influence of H. Yet, if one allows that there is never a time 
when goodness invites more description than evil; that the essential 
woman is always, at heart, something of a mystery; then the fairest maid 
and lady of the world * emerges, like from the ocean, as representative 
of 8 or =. 

If the © were to be in 8, then the possibility exists for ¥ and @ to ten- 
ant the signs on either side—H. T and I, &. With the exception of }, 
these possibilities did not seem to allow choices as appropriate as those 
available from the signs flanking =: £2, I? and Ml, *. Specifically, 3 in 1 
for her work as a healer; & in Tl for the mystery, the power, the seamless 
sexuality of great beauty. 

Having Tf tenanted by % does not of itself portray a noble surgeon", 
one capable of restoring Sir Tristram to health after all manner of leeches 


' Malory, Sir Stephen, Le Morte d'Arthur. (a facsimile edition of the J. M. Dent 
& Sons 1909 edition) London: Studio Editions, p.225 

? Malory, p. 395. 

3 Malory, p.198. 

‘ ibid. 
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and surgeons, both ... men and women’ had failed. Placed as it is in rela- 
tion to © and }, gives the midpoint configuration of the medical doctor, 
O/4 = 8, this picture emphasized by being inclusive of the Ascendant. 
“The thinking of a healthy person, successful thinking, a good mode of 
expression, a mobile and healthy body, the meditating or reflecting on 
health (the medical doctor), a healthy outlook on life."° This COSI defi- 
nition is one of natural ability springing from a healthy mind and a 
healthy body. Added to this is ©, ) in the same relationship with §, As- 
cendant; and befitting her attributes, ©/ is also equal to 2: "Harmonious 
co-ordination between spiritual and emotional, as well as masculine and 
feminine dispositions"—the ~ archetype, and the intuitive talent for 
healing, for restoring the imbalance of disease to the harmony of health. 

These configurations go some way toward portraying a noble sur- 
geon: and giving impetus to long and rigorous study undertaken in soli- 
tude, for the hard work and dedication necessary to achieve excellence in 
her profession, is & 6 O 4 = from the third to the twelfth house, 


5 aes 
ibid. 

6 All quoted midpoint interpretations come from Ebertin, Reinhold. The Combi- 

nation of Stellar Influences. (affectionately known as COSI) Aalen, Germany: 

Ebertin-Verlag, 1969. 
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Isoud, daughter to King Anguish of Ireland, would not have studied at 
a university or college. But noblewomen of her time were frequently 
more accomplished in Latin and other school learning than their brothers 
or husbands. To make them more of an asset to potential husbands, with 
ability to assist (and while their husbands were away at war, to take over) 
in the management of great estates and to satisfy those of superior intel- 
lect, these young women were taught reading and writing in French and 
Latin, music, astronomy, first-aid and medicine.’ Hippocrates and Galen 
provided medical texts and Ptolemy of course, those for astronomy and 
astrology. With the encouragement of the church, they also received in- 
struction in the faith, making them better suited to the religious life 
should they, and their dowries, be given in marriage to the church, 

Although Malory does not say so, the fair Isoud is an astrologer as 
would be any healer of her time. At a byway of the chart is the ses- 
quiquadrate from * to K, one of the associations with this aspect being its 
link to astrology. In mediaeval society an aristocratic young woman's 
status and marriageability would only improve with such knowledge. 
Bertrand du Guesclin, Constable of France under Charles V, and "the 
first effective commander comparable to the Black Prince or Sir John 
Chandos to appear on the French side", married an astrologer, "a lady 
trained in the subject and famed for her occult powers.”* 

[Indeed, the absence of any mention of astrology or astrologers is the 
most curious omission of the complete work. Morte d'Arthur is peopled 
by an impressive array of mediaeval characters, from magician to for- 
ester, dwarf to giant. Yet Malory never looks to the stars. This is in con- 
trast to the Grail romances of Wolfram von Eschenbach written about 
1220. His story begins at II with the birth of twins, two heroes, Parzival 
and Feirefiz, a theme of duality, black and white, good and evil, heaven 
and hell. It continues with the © hero, Parzival, journeying through a 
series of adventures, each structured around the appropriate Zodiac sign, 
on his quest for the Grail. Malory would have had access to all three as- 
pects of the Arthurian legends—the Celtic and Welsh mythology, the 
Christianized versions, and that of von Eschenbach, whose work owes 
much to eastern mysticism as well as astrology.”| 

When first we meet her, young Isoud has already conquered the Sara- 
cen heart of Sir Palomides. Fetching up backward on the shores of Ire- 
land, ‘Sir Tramtrist’, his harp, and Gouvernail his vertically challenged 
companion, find the competition has already added to his gifts a proposi- 
tion fit for a princess—Palomides confides to Isoud that he has a mind to 


7 Tuchman, Barbara. 4 Distant Mirror: the Calamitous 1-4 Century, London: 
Penguin. 1979. p. 53. 

§ Tuchman, pp. 226-227. 

° See Godwin, Malcolm. The Holy Grail; its Origins, Secrets and Meaning Re- 
vealed. London: Labyrinth/Bloomsbury. 1994, p. 176. 
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be christened for her sake. Isoud is impressed, but at the same time has 
taken a great fantasy unto! our hero. So when King Anguish holds a 
tournament she does what any young = maid would do, encourages the 
two to battle it out for her, procuring horse and armor for Tristram even 
though she knows he has not fully recovered from the wound of his first 
great battle. She decks him out all in white, and so he came into the field 
as it had been a bright angel,'' where he makes short work of Palomides, 
and commands he leave Isoud alone and depart for other places. 

Isoud and her 
parents are very 
impressed. 

When her 
mother discovers 
Tristram's true 
identity and King 
Anguish — must 
reluctantly expel 
him from the 
country, Isoud is 
most distressed. But she does nothing except promise Tristram that, 
without his consent, she'll not marry any man for seven years. Then, 
when Tristram returns to Ireland to fetch Isoud for his Uncle Mark, she 
packs her bags, takes Dame Bragwaine her maid, and away she goes to 
Cornwall. Though daughters are dutiful in Arthur's days, La Beale Isoud 
is remarkably pliant: not that she is portrayed as indecisive; she just 
doesn't seem to make many decisions, going along with whatever is hap- 
pening where ever she happens to be. Again this points to lovely =. It's 
encompasses some of my reasons for placing her © in the first decan of 
=, with = also as the Ascendant sign. For =, indecision is part of an 
inherent paradox: aware of so many alternatives, in maturity perceiving 
many results for each alternative; secking the impossible solution where 
all are satisfied, where everyone has a happy ending. Isoud moves at the 
calm center of events, serene in the knowledge of love as the center of 
her universe, She gives without reservation because she is born without 
a silk thread of doubt that love is in any way uncertain. 

One of the traits I notice consistently in people whose © and Rising 
Sign are the same, is how genuine they are in their responses and in their 
actions. I've never met a poser or a phony with this combination. I sce 
Isoud this way, gentle and disarmingly direct. So often in the story when 
we turn to Isoud, we find her laughing. At Joyous Gard, Isoud and Di- 
nadan match words and wits on courtly love, chivalry's game: Then Isoud 
laughed and had good game at him. 


'° Malory, p. 198. 
" Malory, p. 200. 
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I chose to give Isoud a 2 ) for several reasons. £2 is the sign of roy- 
alty (though 4, as well as the ©, seems to be the planet associated with 
ruling houses). To complement her air-sign © I think either fire or water 
is needed: Isoud is to close to angelic for the earth signs to be comple- 
mentary for this part of her chart.'* So Q it had to be: for the drama, for 
the warmth that is the most natural and automatic response, for the way 
) Q eyes hypnotize, for the natural acceptance of being special. 

One of the things I notice often with ladies who have ) in 2 is how 
specifically protective they are of those they love. It brings to mind a 
lioness if her cubs are threatened. They react very quickly and with 
varying degrees of ferocity. Isoud makes no protest about the way she 
herself is treated. Even when the odious King Mark thinks to destroy her 
beauty by shutting her up in a leper colony, she does not appear to have 
resisted. But when her maid and dear friend, Dame Bragwaine is captive, 
Isoud does not hesitate to put herself at risk to gain Bragwaine's freedom. 
Where Tristram's safety is concerned Isoud becomes uncharacteristically 
outspoken. At Joyous Gard, after finally divesting themselves of King 
Mark, Tristram and Isoud settle in with much joy and mirth. Soon Tris- 
tram is out on the hunt, but: J marvel me much, said she, that ye remem- 
ber not yourself, how ye be here in a strange country, and here be many 
perilous knights; and well ye wot that King Mark is full of treason; and 
that ye will ride thus to chase and to hunt unarmed ye might be de- 
stroyed.’? Tristram takes arms to the hunt from then on. 

On the field at the great tournament of Lonazep, the unsuspecting 
Tristram is set up by Sir Palomides. From her vantage point Isoud 
watches helplessly as Tristram and Lancelot are tricked into doing battle 
with one another. Fortunately, their friends Gareth and Dinadan come to 
the rescue. Then they blew into lodging, and Queen Isoud was led unto 
her pavilions. But wit you well she was wrath out of measure with Sir 
Palomides, for she saw all his treason from the beginning to the ending. 
.. So then they rode into their pavilions; and when they were alit they 
unarmed them and washed their faces and hands, and so yode unto meat, 
and were set at their table. But when Isoud saw Sir Palomides she 
changed her colours, and for wrath she might not speak. Anon Sir Tris- 
tram espied her countenance and said, Madam for what cause make ye 
such cheer? we have been sore travailed this day. Mine own lord, said 
La Beale Isoud, for God's sake be ye not displeased with me, for I may 
none otherwise do; for I saw this day how ye were betrayed and nigh 


'2 TL would be too much with @ already there: earth is represented by o” and &; 
she’s not the ~ ) type at all; a V" house  ) would be too family oriented, or, if 
o XK, too ‘wired’; she doesn’t have the warrior queen attitude of T, not the ex- 
treme lunar nature evoked when the ) is in its own sign of S. 

'3 Malory, p. 355. 
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brought to your death. Truly sir, I saw every dele, how and in what wise, 
and therefor sir, how should I suffer in your presence such a felon and 
traitor as Sir Palomides.'* 

Isoud's ) is part of a T-square involving ¥, ¥ and P." It is representa- 
tive of Isoud's feminine power. Sir Palomides, Tristram, King Mark, Sir 
Keydius, all are immediately attracted to her. Upon first seeing her, 
King Arthur likes her wonderly well.'* This is a woman of great pres- 
ence. 

Both © and ) aspect 4, ¥ and P. Their configuration with 4 in 
Tl gives grace to sex appeal, a spiritual understanding of the holy power 
inherent in her sex. With ¥, it represents the infinite appeal of the dream- 
weaver, the instinctive ability to know a man's deepest desires, and in 8 
to give them material form. And to &—though much has been said and 
written, not without cause, of the negative side to this configuration 
which can represent the most ruthless manipulation, the most corrupt and 
self-seeking of power plays—here the configuration represents the posi- 
tive, the transfiguration of the mundane to the marvelous, the terrible yet 
exhilarating isolation for this woman whose uniqueness sets her apart 
while it acts as a magnet to those who seek after wonders. 

Both the extremes of Isoud's ¥, placed as it is in the seventh, can be 
exemplified by the midpoints created with those bodies to either side of 
it: $/2 = \, linking the I* house to the VII"", showing an all-cmbracing 
love of humanity, the ideals that inspire the healer; ¥/Q =, "Disadvan- 
tages or painful and grievous losses through association with others, 
separation through deceit, perfidy or untruthfulness. Soul-suffering 
caused through a partner." I could not have made up a better description 
of her marriage to King Mark. Even Sir Tristram causes this woman 
soul-suffering when he loses the plot completely by wandering into an 
unconsummated marriage with a French woman. 

That La Beale Isoud forgives and forgets is a measure of her generos- 
ity, the grace of 4, the capacity for an enduring love of 2. She is a lady 
in the sense defined by Christine de Pisan'’ as a woman with nobility of 
soul. 


‘4 Malory, pp. 389-390. 

'S That both Guenever and Isoud have the configuration 4/2 = © is partly as 
representation of the legend: 4-P is associated with immortality and both of 
these ladies have lived on for a long time. 

16 Malory, p. 384. 

" Christine de Pisan. The Book of the City of Ladies. Picador. 1405/1983. The 
author, who earned her living as a writer, was the daughter of Thomas of Pisano, 
doctor of astrology from Bologna. He was summoned to Paris in 1365 by Char- 
les V. 
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Since @ is her ruler, perhaps we should detail the midpoint tree to that 
planet. It is quite short. First to be activated by any transit is %/MC: 


Q "Sad feclings, renunciation, reserve." Perhaps Isoud's 
+ | Me childhood was restrictive, it may be that she had to 
KI Q deal with power games at a tender age—the only de- 
oJ | Me scription we have of her mother is as "cruel”—leav- 


ing a residue of caution and formality. Next, and in 
exact aspect, is /Q: "Intensified feelings in the presence of others." 
Combine this with the third and last midpoint, &’/MC: "Sexual desire, the 
tendency to do everything from love," and a 2 picture emerges of one 
whose early childhood experience served to intensify to an almost psy- 
chic level the response to other people's feelings, leading in maturity to 
an archetypal 2 expression. 

Though there is always so much more one could say about each of 
our lovers, there remains only two facets of Isoud's nativity to which I 
would draw attention. 

Notice & in @, this lady is drawn to powerful men, in square to % in 
+, placed in the twelfth, ruling the third, while oc rules the seventh. 
Isoud travels, in the company of a man she loves, to be married to a man 
she does not love, and who, in the end, will be her nemesis. Isoud's fate 
is inextricably linked to love and marriage, as befits one with her 
% placement. 

In the end I didn't entirely escape a H influence for Isoud. As well as 
XX, the Moon's Q is there, hanging around in the V" to soften any possible 
hard edges to the £2 )'s expression. The {’s are also in aspect to the Q 
Midheaven. If the reader wishes to explore further, the midpoint tree for 
this pair is instructive, particularly 0/4, W/As, 9/4 & B/As = Q, MC. The 
sequence, when synthesized, would lead one to conclude that here lives a 
fascinating and radiant woman, in harmony with herself, and from her 
inner beauty projecting loveliness into her world, creating a harmonious 
environment wherever she may be, reaching out to those she loves with 
every word and gesture. In love with life and happy to share that feeling, 


La Beale Isoud fascinates by being fascinated, enchants for all time by 
her own enchantment with life's grcen and fragrant magic. 


Technical Stuff: 

House system used is Placidus. 

Latitudes: 45° N for Lancelot, 50° N for Guenever, 54° N for Isoud, 52° N for Tristram. 
Orbs of aspect: 5° for major, 2-3° for minor, 14° for midpoints, 24° for those involving 
©, D, MC or ASC. 
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Tristram 


For every estate loved him, 
where that he went. 


y IR TRISTRAM DE LIONES, the sorrowful-born child, is the 

most endearing and sometimes infuriating of all our lovers. His 

co strength and commitment to the ideals of chivalry; and his lapses 

into abrogation of any and all responsibility—a characteristic of 

the eternal child. His charm, his loving kindness, his all-embracing 

courtesy; and his inability to demonstrate any kind of forethought at 
critical moments in his life. 

Although Malory gives us a description of King Arthur's magical 
conception and a little about his upbringing, it is only Sir Tristram whose 
story encompasses his perilous entry into the world and his childhood. 
Queen Elizabeth gives birth in a forest: But she had taken such cold jor 
default of help that deep draughts of death took her, that needs she must 
die and depart out of this world, there was none other bote.'® She 
charges the gentlewoman in attendance to recommend her to her lord and 
pray him to christen the child Tristram, the sorrowful born. The babe 
very nearly does not make it to his christening. Some of King Meliodas' 
barons, on finding the child and assuming he is now an orphan, are only 
prevented from killing him by the eloquence of the gentlewoman. From 
the very beginning, Tristram's fate is with women entwined, 

Then the King Meliodas endured seven years without a wife and all 
this time Tristram was nourished well.'? He then remarries and Tris- 
tram's stepmother, to ensure her children inherit the country of Liones, 
ordains a poison drink to get rid of our young hero. Fortunately she is an 
inept poisoner and manages only to kill one of her own children, and get 
caught out on the second attempt. King Meliodas condemns her to be 
burnt. But young Tristram, getting his father to grant a boon, asks for his 
stepmother's life to be spared. Then dy the good means of young Tristram 
he made the king and her to be accorded’, thereby changing the lady's 
hatred of him to life-long love. But then the king would not suffer young 
Tristram to abide no longer in his court’'. He is sent off to France. 

In mediaeval society a boy was only considered a child until the age 
of seven. Then, the usual practice was to send the youth as a page to the 
houschold of a neighboring noble, where from ages eight to fourteen he 


'8 Malory, p. 192. 

'® Malory, p. 190. 

°° Malory, pp. 191-192. 
2! Ibid. 
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learned to ride, fight, hawk; play chess and backgammon; to sing, dance, 
play an instrument and compose; the basics of courting skills; and by the 
houschold chaplain, reading, writing and religious education.” So it is 
only the distance from home that makes Tristram's youth something of 
an exile. He is a good student and becomes proficient in the language. 
As well, Tristram learned to be an harper passing all other, that there 
was none such called in no country, and so in harping and on instru- 
ments of music he applied him in his youth for to learn. 2 

His education abroad complete, squire Tristram returns home: And 
after, as he growed in might and strength, he laboured ever in hunting 
and hawking, .... he began good measures of blowyng of beasts of venery, 
and beasts of chase,,.... and all these terms we have yet of hawking and 
hunting. And therefor the book .... of hawking, and hunting, is called the 
book of Sir Tristram. (4) 

At nineteen, Tristram is knighted by his uncle, King Mark, as prelude 
to his first great battle; from which, of course, he emerges wounded but 
victorious. 

In his story so far we have a strong family tradition (King Meliodas 
was also a 'great chaser'.) and involvement; his sorrowful birth bespeaks 
of % in &; the threats to his young life by treason and poison point to a 
), % - ¥ aspect; his loving and loveable nature and his remarkable talent 
for music would seem to fit most naturally with © and H; and his hunting 
and hawking skills with ». So I have made Sir Tristram 'a loveable 8’, 
with his © ¢ IC in the fourth; giving him a KH ) x S33 ¢ ¥: placed ho Q 

§ in the seventh, and a rising degree in % to serve not only as de- 
scriptive of his temperament, but to conjunct the © of his soon-to-be best 
friend, Sir Lancelot du Lake. 

I've not known any like ¥ rising for bizarre and complicated love en- 
tanglements. Sir Tristram's first affair of note, and this is after his intro- 
duction to La Beale Isoud, involves him not only in strife with the lady, 
but her husband, King Mark, and Sir Bleoberis. He comes out of it say- 
ing: but for her love I shall beware what manner a lady I shall love or 
trus?*. Fortunately he also makes a friend: but as for that, said Sir Sag- 
warides, I will never hate a noble knight for a light lady; and therefore I 
pray you be my friend’. But of King Mark he makes an enemy and a 
scheming one. Our trusting young hero speaks so largely of Le Beale 
Isoud's beauty and goodness that King Mark decides to take her for his 
wife and get Tristram killed by sending him back to Ircland to fetch her. 


2 Gaita, Raymond. Good and Evil: An Absolute Conception. London: Macmil- 
lan. 1991. 

23 Malory, p. 192. 

24 Malory, p. 210. 

> Malory, p. 232. 
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However, on the way, Tristram winds up at Arthur's court where King 
Anguish has been summoned to answer a charge of treason. This is ex- 
cellent news for Sir Tristram, who volunteers to be the king's champion 
and do battle with his accuser. Here again Tristram demonstrates the 
gentleness of 0-H: through his forbearance and the saving of Lancelot's 
cousin, for that gentle battle all the blood of Sir Lancelot loved Sir Tris- 
tram for ever’. 

When Tristram arrives at Camelot to join the Knights of the Round 
Table: Then came Queen Guenever and many ladies with her, and all the 
ladies said at one voice, Welcome Sir Tristram, welcome said the da- 
mozels; Welcome said knights; Welcome, said Arthur, for one of the best 
knights, and the gentlest of the world, and the man of most worship.” 

To adequately represent his fame as the gentle warrior, and also to 
support his physical description—big, strong and handsome—% is in = 
at the Midheaven, with its sextile to 2c’ and the Ascendant, its trine to 
XC, and its aspect to both © and ). 

The ©/) midpoint aspects both 2 and 0, with 2 in T for his impul- 
siveness and courage, with chivalry's o" in Q, and both being active when 
he finds thirty knights lying in ambush for his beloved friend. Though 
Sir Dinadan counsels caution, it is not for us to fight with thirty knights”, 


6 Malory, p. 215. 
77 Malory, p. 300. 
8 Malory, p. 265. 
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as the company passes by Sir Tristram cried on high, Lo, here is a knight 
against you for the love of Sir Lancelot. And there he slew two with one 
spear and ten with his sword”. 

This fiery and impulsive nature again finds expression when a des- 
perate lady of the lake finds him: O my lord Sir Tristram, she said, well 
be ye met and blessed be the time that I have met with you; for this same 
day and within these two hours, shall be done the foulest deed that ever 
was done in this land. O fair damsel, said Sir Tristram, may I amend it.*° 
Within a short space of time he does just that: And the Lady Annowre gat 
King Arthur's sword in her hand to have stricken of his head. And 
therewithal came Sir Tristram with all his might, crying, Traitress, trai- 
tress, leave that,’ dispatching the wicked seductress’ two accomplices 
while King Arthur does unto her what she would have done to him. 

Loyalty and perseverance are two qualities for which a well realized 
Bis noted. With his IV" house stellium in that sign, the development of 
Tristram's character is founded on his loyalty to the social order of chiv- 
alry, to his well-loved friends—Lancelot, Lamorak, Dinadan, Gareth, 
and eventually even Sir Palomides—his perseverance evident in the ef- 
fort required to sort out the problems he has with both Lamorak and 
Palomides. The latter presents the problem of rivalry. The former the 
problem of mixed messages ()-)K, ¥ again), actions unexplained, the 
magic drinking horn that implicates Isoud and most of the court ladies in 
infidelity. Eventually Tristram sorts it all out: Palomides is christened 
and swears eternal friendship. Lamorak, well ... Sir, said Sir Lamorak, 
now I understand your knighthood, it may not be false that all men say, 
for of your bounty, noblesse, and worship, of all knights ye are peerless, 
and for your courtesy and gentleness I showed you ungentleness, and 
that me now repenteth.*’ 

Tristram is a much less complex character than Sir Lancelot. His chi- 
valric qualities more straightforward, his confidence such that shame or 
dishonor, while to be avoided, are not cause for extreme self- 
examination. His trust in himself is always evident: solar 5 fully realized 
is about trust rather than faith, grounded in the senses and a source of 
comfort to the native and to those whose spiritual qualities sometimes 
lead to a crisis in faith, such as Sir Lancelot with his cighth house % ©. 
(Though without the cross-linking of their Ascendant signs, understand- 
ing of spiritual malaise may be deficient in Sir Tristram, and Lancelot 
may have ended up with an annoyed perception of his friend as grossly 
self-satisfied.) Since it is not mentioned, there is no reason to suppose 


29 Tid. 

3° Malory, p. 256. 
a Malory, p. 257. 
i Malory, p. 233. 
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Tristram had any such problems, He appears as one of those fortunate 
men whose life is lived at play in the ficlds of the Lord. 

He turns down offers of three kingdoms, two available through mar- 
Tiage and one rescued from the wicked giant, Nabon le Noire. His only 
ambitions: to play a merry lay on his harp, to hunt and hawk, to go ad- 
venturing, to love La Beale Isoud forever, 

I do not know if it be contemporary and cultural or timeless and uni- 
versal that men with a predominance of & have one of two quite definite 
responses to the feminine. You'll find the first across from you at dinner 
gatherings, and as the table talk gets spirited, he's the one who winces 
when a woman argues her point aggressively, He's the one who loves the 
way women look wearing black lace, silk stockings, their tops a delicate 
embroidery of erotic scenes. What you might describe as the classically 
feminine: demure, soft and sensuous. 

The second takes joy in the company of strong women, women who 
own there own minds and can be depended upon. Sir Tristram is one of 
these. He treasures the gifts of helmet and shield that Isoud has given 
him. With 9/Q to B, "The shaping of destiny through love-unions alone, 
an inseparable union."; and to o*, "A passionate disposition", where ever 
his quests may lead him, he always returns to his lady: And then he took 
his horse, and rode from country to country, and all strange adventures 
he achieved wheresoever he rode; ..... and ever between, Sir Tristram 
resorted unto Joyous Gard whereas La Beale Isoud was that loved him 
as her life,*? 


zy The chart has many indications of a youthful out- 
ule look, the reader will doubtless be familiar with them. 
vl] However, a closer look at 3 gives evidence of an indi- 
S| Mc vidual who is spectacularly successful at being youth- 
ole ful. The midpoint tree shows a great deal of power 


being expressed through : combativeness, physical 
desires, masculine drive and ambition. 

Tempered as it is by the gentling influence of ¥ and the } ), given 
form by the needs of society expressed through the sextile to 4 Q in @ in 
the seventh, Tristram's % takes on more importance and becomes sym- 
bolic for a man of his time. Mediaeval socicty was very young: it has 
been estimated that about half the population was under twenty-one, and 
one third under fourteen.** 

As for Tristram's } ) aspecting ¥, in this instance it represents the 
process of learning through disillusion, and the devotion to an ideal. 

Tristram never overcomes enough of his family loyalty to learn to be 
safely disillusioned with his Uncle Mark. True to his eighth house o 


33 Malory, p. 404. 
*4 Gaita, Chapter 15. 
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with its connections to 2 and the third house: for when by means of trea- 
ties, Sir Tristram brought again La Beale Isoud unto King Mark from 
Joyous Gard, look what befall in the end, how shamefitlly that false trai- 
tor King Mark slew him as he sat harping afore his lady La Beale Isoud, 
with a grounden glaive he thrust him in behind to the heart. It grieveth 
me, said Sir Lancelot, to speak of his death, for all the world may not 
find such a knight.” 

The code of chivalry is an ideal: the prowess, the honor, the Service 
of Women .... all of chivalry's concepts represent man reaching for the 
best in himself. And as with so many ideals, it is one where man's reach 
usually exceeded his grasp. Sir Tristram's ){/¥ midpoint is at 7° T, as- 
pecting %, Q and P (and also his lady's = ©). Whether he would or no, 
Tristram's destiny is to become chivalry's ideal. Though if you asked 
him, he may well identify himself more with the initial card of the Tarot's 
major arcana: the Great Fool, the Holy Innocent. 


four charts, representing as they do, two very different love stories, 

a great friendship and a sisterhood. Should the reader have suffi- 
cient interest to explore these astrological relationships, there is, besides 
ideas astrological, one other idea on which they are based. Remember 
Queen Guenever with her knights all sleeping in the same room? In me- 
diaeval times there was little if any solitude in the twentieth century 
sense of separate rooms, separate families, separate eating places. Life 


S PACE DOES NOT permit an examination of the synastry for these 


3° Malory, p. 579. 
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was communal and one would expect nativities to reflect this. In this 
time social relationships develop individual complexity. So the synastry 
of the midpoints is crucial: sce for example, Tristram's K/¥ = Isoud's (oF 

What remains to be explored is the curious and enduring connection 
from these wonderful stories to the great conjunctions of K and ¥. 

There is, in all the six hundred and twenty pages of Le Morte d'Ar- 
thur, only mention of one date: the great feast of Pentecost, the coming 
of Lancelot's only son Galahad to take his place on the Siege Perilous, 
the beginning of the Grail Quest: A.D. 454. The last of the contemporary 
conjunctions between \K and ¥ was on May 28, 453 at 22°44’Q, 

What are called The Grail Romances or, in their own time, The Mat- 
ter of Britain all arose Spontaneously over a period of two hundred years, 
roughly between 1100 and 1300. The -¥ conjunctions pertaining to 
this period occurred in 1136 and 1307, in = and Tl respectively. 

Sir Thomas Malory completed Le Morte d'Arthur in 1469. Caxton 
first published it in 1485. The triple conjunction of \K-¥ in 1478-79, 
midway between the writing and the publication of what many call the 
greatest work of English literature, was at 28° & 29° Th, 

My copy of the book is a commemorative edition, 1500 prints of the 
original publication in 1909 of Aubrey Beardsley's illustrations with the 
version of Le Morte d'Arthur taken from the definitive modern adapta- 
tion published in 1817. The \K ¢ ¥ of 1821 was at 2-3° ®, the opposition 
in August and December of 1909 at 18 and 19° 76/83, The commemora- 
tive edition at my place is dated 1990, just three years prior to this latest 
of the meetings between and ¥ in %, 

With their roots planted in the great conjunctions in 2, = and Th, 
these legends are always about humankind's highest aspirations: the con- 
nection of the © Hero to his female counterpart, the Sovereignty of the 
Land; the balance between the best of our aggression and our spirituality; 
the mystic oneness of all things and all people everywhere, 

But what are we to make of this reflowering of chivalry in 6? 

By now, so much has been written of the 1993 conjunctions that an 
appraisal is possible, a consensus of opinion among the community of 
astrologers. Basically there is the following: a somewhat tentative explo- 
ration of the idea that with the dissolution of the communist experiment 
in the USSR (+/¥), and the barrenness of the capitalist experiment in the 
West (4/K), some new social order should arise, but what form it should 
take, no one seems willing to say in any detail. A more comprehensive 
discussion has been made however, on the dual need for spiritual values 
to pre-empt gross consumerism, and for a concerted effort to be made 
worldwide to save the world from ecological disaster. 

In the Arthurian legends there is a maimed king. In the Celtic tradi- 
tion his wound results from the rape of the Well Maidens, keepers of the 
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land. In the Christian, a dolorous stroke wounds the keeper of the Grail. 
The result is always the same: a wasteland, a people bereft and mourn- 
ing—the need for heroes. 

Is this a prophetic vision, born in response to the cycles of heaven? 
The continuity of its appearance in synchrony with )K and ¥ should make 
the idea worth considering. 

Of all that has been written about the twenticth century spiritual ren- 
aissance, the most offensive is promulgation of the idea that humanity 
needs redemption. From what? With its spiritual history: a two- 
thousand-ycar-old domination of the many by the few using the threat of 
exclusion from salvation for committing the Original Sin; redemption 
has become a profanity, a blasphemy, a sacrilege. While I would be the 
first to agree that Western men and women inhabit in large numbers a 
wasteland of the spirit, I find the association of # with matters spiritual 
puzzling and illogical. 7% is about ethics, about morality, about values. 
® is about giving a practical form to the spiritual wisdom gained from 
the ¥ journey. 

It is here, I think, that there is opportunity for renewal of the flower of 
chivalry. It is here there is opportunity for re-thinking and re- 
invigoration. Here our own Quest may begin. 

In a contemporary society regulated by laws that are increasingly 
complicated, by religious ethics that are decreasingly influential, the 
thoughtful individual is left with many questions about what constitutes a 
right way of living. 

The code of chivalry was drawn up in a time that was much more 
lawless and very much less governed than our own. Its aim was to pro- 
vide a right way of living for the Second Estate. The First Estate, the 
priesthood was guided by God's law as interpreted by a succession of 
popes and that chronicler of life, the universe and everything, the inde- 
fatigable Aquinas. The Third Estate, the workers, was guided by the 
parish priest and the laws laid down by their landlord. Chivalry covered 
everything from etiquette—not wiping your mouth with your sleeve at 
dinner—to matters of life and death. 

Chivalry can be considered close kin to religion: as a hypostatic pro- 
jection of society itself: its unique essence projected onto society; the 
nature of man expressed in its own description of man's place in the 
world. 

Never in man's history or woman's herstory have we had access to so 
much information with so few signs or symbols to indicate where the 
knowledge is, where wisdom may be learned. Never has it been so easy 
to give weight to one's words by quoting those of another: from the des- 
perate simplicity of Albert Camus to the dense and obstruse verbiage of 
Alfred North Whitehead, from Robert Bly to Naomi Wolf; second-hand 
knowledge is the intellectual currency of our time. 
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It is curious how Gutenberg has generated a recurring cycle of natur- 
ists, a periodic yearning for a simpler life, a return to Walden Pond, 
whereever it may be. That it has not yet established itself as the main- 
stream way of life would seem to indicate that the constitution of a right 
way of living needs to be structured elsewhere. 

We may look to science for answers. But the inescapable conclusion 
is that while in science the words ‘true’, 'fact', ‘knowledge’, are incontest- 
able; in morality and also in astrology they are not. 

It is also curious how "mainstream philosophy has failed to explore 
and define such concepts as commonsense, good judgement, gullibility, 
superstition, justice"; and to jump from % keywords and their opposites, 
to the universal, "sanity or madness.”** 

Moral understanding requires an intimacy untainted by sentimental- 
ity’’, and what better way to approach such understanding than through 
the @ perception. Some kind of dialogue using the % in all of us, be- 
tween those who have been directly affected by the K ¢ ¥ in ® by reason 
of conjunction to some part of their nativity, and those who, with the ad- 
vent of this meeting of two planets, find themselves willing to explore 
the 4 aspect of their chart. 

It is then my contention that there would be no better framework and 
foundation on which to build our understanding of a right way of living 
than by seeking to create a new order of chivalry. 

Raymond Gaita, to whom I am indebted for the above quote, also 
writes that "Whether or not good and evil are to be taken seriously is not 
something a culture worthy of respect leaves to experts in philosophical 
logic—or in anything else—to decide,"** The community of astrologers 
is possibly unique in that it has few, if any experts in the usual sense of 
the word. And it is possibly uniquely placed to explore the questions of 
good and evil, honor and shame, courage and cowardice, respect and 
contempt—and yes, even love and hate. 

If you look back for a moment at Lancelot and Guenever, Tristram 
and his fair Isoud, how do you feel? If I have given a good enough star- 
portrait of these men and women, I hope you will be moved as I am by 
their stories, by the joy and tragedy engendered by their love. By the 
way love inspires all that is best about human beings. By that best being 
so varied and intimate a quality for everyone. 


Be excellent to one another *° 


36 Gaita, p. 270. 

>? Gaita, Chapter 15. 

*8 Gaita, p. 289. 

» This quote is from a film entitled Bill and Ted's Excellent Adventure. 
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T. STAN RIDDLE, D.p. 


REPRESENTS a recognition on the part of individuals of karma. 

The planet represents the individual’s need to surrender and 

submerge individuality in the safety and anonymity of indiscrimi- 

nate acceptance of the wave of thcir culture. On the positive side, 
¥ represents the capacity that an individual has of plugging into the ac- 
complishments of his or her culture in a spirit of blind obedience or un- 
questioning faith. ¥ represents the individual’s sense of reliance upon in- 
stitutions of his or her culture established to prop up or support the indi- 
vidual in his or her weakness. Examples are hospitals, welfare systems, 
drugs and escapist entertainment. ¥ can represent blind faith in the feeling 
wave that sweeps through a culture. Subordination to one’s cultural crisis, 
a submission to the inescapable aspects of one’s fate as a member of the 
greater culture or community. 

¥ represents the individual’s need for camouflage and invisibility 
within the soul of one’s culture. The sense of unity with the massive wave 
of feelings that one cannot resist within one’s culture forces the individual 
to accept his or her being overshadowed by the currents of one’s time. In- 
discriminate acceptance is one response. Another response is lack of faith 
is one’s individual viewpoint in the face of the oppressive conformity to 
the wave. Humility of any individual’s stand as meaningless in the face of 
the tidal wave of public opinion is one more response. Fanaticism, zeal- 
otry and idealism in one’s blind obedience to public fashion as one mounts 
and rides the waves is yet another response. 

Individual vulnerability and susceptibility to impression results in a 
sense of impotence and powerlessness. This powerlessness results in indi- 
viduals sacrificing their personal viewpoints, knowledge and responsibil- 
ity. Illusion, deception, fantasy, escapism, disscembling, lying and evasion 
occur as defense mechanisms. The individual rationalizes and_ self- 
deceives because everyone else is doing it. ¥ represents the establishment 
of a hive mind to which one must conform unquestioningly to escape the 
pressure to dissolve individual choice to the cultural imperative for sur- 
vival. ¥ represents the deconstruction of the individual and the worship of 
the State—the hive mind. ¥ represents universal and inescapable condi- 
tioning pressures. 
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Serenity is only available through surrender to the herd impulse. When 
an individual is caught in the grip of inexplicable forces that would extin- 
guish or dissolve him or her, he or she must avoid at all costs becoming a 
cultural scapegoat. The machinery of one’s culture that would grind one 
into sausage meat must be deceived, evaded, escaped or eluded if one 
wishes to remain an authentic being. If, however, one wishes serenity or 
bliss, completely embracing the fashion of one’s times, surrendering one’s 
discrimination, judgment and conscience to the party line will provide an 
escape from the culture’s omnipresent judgment of one’s failure to meet 
the ideal. The true believer’s devotion to the idealism of the movement 
leading to zealous fanaticism is contrasted with the rebel’s need for cam- 
ouflage, deception, evasion, escapism or fantasy and the creation of an il- 
lusion of conformity. The rebel would be slippery, foggy, nebulous, 
dreamy, undermining and covert to deal with the need to maintain his own 
conscience in the face of the dissolving quality of a time of an ideal of per- 
fection (in the quality of ¥’s Sign). 

As an ideal is attributed to the quality of the Sign in which ¥ is ten- 
anted, universal adherence to the fashion of the times brings a sense of 
belonging, forgiveness and group solidarity. This provides a chameleon- 
like capacity to blend in and disappear from sight and from the omnipres- 
ent criticism of less than perfection. One is viewed as an alien if one does 
not adhere to the ideal of the fashion. One is empowered to partake of the 
life of the community only to the extent that one conforms to the ideal of 
the Sign that ¥ inhabits. 

a4 The following are some of the key words 
and adjectives that describe the process: blind 
belief, surrender, acceptance and faith in the 
natural order, God’s order, the limitation of in- 
dividual judgment, merging, submerging, inca- 
pacity to resist penctration. Release into emo- 
tions, glamour of inescapable attachment. 
Helplessness, poisoning, lack of discrimination, 
intertwining with, dependency upon. Primacy 
of the culture’s hold upon you. Humility in the 
grip of forces beyond you. Perfectionism, self- 
deception, subjectivity, passivity, absorption 
by, compassion, sensitivity, sacrifice, obligation, guilt, kindness, mercy, 
forgiveness, unbounded, unity, universality, karma, justification, avoid- 
ance, deflection, slipperiness, evasions, succumbing, ubiquitous judgment, 
God’s will, sensuality, bliss, non-confrontation, serenity, peace-loving, 
submissive, bondage, spirituality, mysticism, hypnotism, drugs, debt, 
overlook, ignore, be at peace with life. Gossip, undermining, peacemaker, 
secretive. 
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ITH THE basic archetype of ¥ articulated, let’s look at the 

retrograde process. As I have described in earlier articles, the 

retrograde represents a failure to understand and fulfill the 

function of the planetary archetype in a past life. A memory or 
residue of misuse or misapprehension of the archetype persists, involving 
the individual in a necessary process of reliving, re-evaluating and cor- 
recting the archetypal function. A rejection of spontaneous forward mo- 
mentum or instinct occurs. 

A possible past life scenario that illustrates ¥ » could be: A surrender 
of individual initiative to a cultural ideal may have Ied a devoted soul to 
patient sacrifice of her own possibility of happiness. Blind belief and faith 
which idealizes possibility, projecting it into future hopes or fantasies, 
may have induced an acceptance of things that could have been changed. 
The sacrifice of the possibility of action out of a desire to do ‘the Will of 
God’ may have been actually a /ack of faith in God’s Will. This may have 
appeared as an acceptance of a state of martyrdom and self-abnegation as 
evidence of one’s ‘spiritual superiority.’ This would have fulfilled the 
Neptunian desire to avoid criticism and alienation from the ideal put for- 
ward by her cultural belief system. 

The present life situation would have an element of mystery of the sat- 
isfaction of martyrdom and false humility. This would coexist with the 
urge to surrender to impulse and accept the guidance of the culture’s ide- 
alizations. The reliving of the self-deception of ‘living up to an ideal’ is 
conflicting with the impulse to ‘go with the flow’ and abandon analysis, 
judgment and discrimination. represents an acceptance of personal hu- 
mility and limitation of knowledge causing ready acceptance of ‘guidance 
from above’. When ¥ is retrograde, this humility that allows one to ac- 
cept the total conditioning to the ideals of one’s present culture is dis- 
trusted. One experiences a resistance to and rejection of the total media 
immersion in a field of values that could provide the serenity, acceptance 
and belonging that goes with total faith in the common beliefs of one’s 
culture and times. 

If the past life experience was that one was misled into surrendering 
judgment and accepting the faith of the belief-shapers, this life will be one 
in which influences that pervade and permeate the culture, the ideals and 
belief systems will be resisted and rejected. One will be led to investiga- 
tions through the doubting of these commonly accepted beliefs. The desire 
for camouflage, conformity and glamour that would allow onc to escape 
the ubiquitous contempt, judgments and tacky involvements caused by 
one’s unpolished edges is here denied as one wishes to realize the role of a 
teacher, &, of one’s culture. Those who resist the forward impulses of any 
planet represent individuals who are cleaning up unfinished business, ci- 
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ther personally or for the collective. To be unable to feel in touch with the 
glamorous fashion and tides of mass belief and feeling means that one 
feels a necessity to ground, &, the collective dreams, ¥, of one’s culture. 

4 represents going against the tide: ¥ is the surrender of the individual 
viewpoint to the collective ideal or dream. Perhaps the individual with ¥ x 
has a karmic lesson connected with past genetic memories (past life) asso- 
ciated with a need for his or her complete acquiescence in blind faith to a 
prevalent belief system that demanded humble service, sacrifice and blind 
obedience. Some sort of misunderstanding or misapprehension of how to 
fulfill this transcendent responsibility, thus avoiding guilt, resulted in a set 
of past-life memories of having established an ideal and complete belief in 
it which was beyond the outer concerns for safe alignment with a belief 
system. 

¥ essentially represents uncertainty and doubt, and thus the need to 
‘believe in an illusion’ or ‘accept a deception’. The retrograde suggests 
individuals whose function is to resist the cultural deception, the entice- 
ments or glamour of all that the world has to offer, seductive lures of be- 
longing, being in the ‘in group’, going along with the program because 
everyone else is doing it, etc. ¥ represents a tolerance of the flaws and 
weaknesses of others: the capacity to ‘wink’ at the sleaze or slime ‘going 
down’—to partake of a ‘good old boys’ network. She also represents a 
complete openness in being aware of what others’ think of one, and the 
recognition that typecasting often occurs in life when the perceptions oth- 
ers have of us can result in self-fulfilling prophecies. We become that 
which others’ perceive us to be. The retrograde shows a distrust of this 
phenomenon and the need to awaken and experience the actual process of 
projection upon us. ¥ represents how individuals find peace by accepting a 
belief system that works for the culture. It is the appearance of not being 
at all special that best camouflages a person within the community, it al- 
lows the individual to deflect any intense scrutiny, doubt or skepticism 
that would otherwise be directed at him or her. 

A keyword for ¥ is atonement (at-one-ment), meaning complete dis- 
solving of the individual in the universal sentiment. This is difficult for in- 
dividuals with ¥ %. They distrust the fashion, glamour and current vogue 
of the times. 

O 
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/ HE LAST CHART I propose to offer to illustrate 3’s urge 
or compulsion to prove himself cleverer than everyone else 
takes us back into the world of big money makers. John 
Dillinger was a bank robber—probably the most celebrated 
bank robber of this century—and here we see § really taking 

over. He is in his own Sign II, ¢ ), disposing of everything else in the 
chart from his own III" House, in a close Grand Trine in Air with and 
do, and also connected by sextile and parallel to 2 in Q in the V" House 
(the sextile is wide but it is enormously strengthened by the parallel). 

Let us realize clearly just what is involved in bank robbing. I am not 
talking about someone who makes a grab for your wallet or handbag as 
you come out of a bank building, nor about any other coarse, unrefined 
form of thievery. An expert bank robber is just as sophisticated an op- 
erator in his field as an expert banker or financier. In fact there is more 
than a little similarity between them. Each one calculates precisely how to 
manipulate things smoothly so that a really big profit gocs into his pocket. 
The bank robber must know precisely what money and securities it is safe 
and worthwhile to take just as surely as the financier must know what in- 
vestments are safe and worthwhile. Every detail of a big bank robbery 
has to be planned to the split second. The location of every person in the 
building must be known as well as the precise time when they will be 
there. The position of the safes and the exact description of them, the lo- 
cation of all doors to the building, the deployment of security staff and 
their equipment, all must be at the robber’s fingertips—II. The attentive 
reader will no doubt have perceived significant similarities to the qualifi- 
cations and abilities which are ruthlessly demanded of a campaign general 
if he is to be successful. And it is exactly so, for in addition to all his 
mental abilities the bank robber must also have nerves of steel. 

Look how Dillinger’s chart fits all requirements to perfection! 

He has T rising—not the general’s Sign but the Sign of the man who 
does it himself, the commander on the spot. This of course is a significant 
difference between a bank robber’s chart and that of a financier who sits 
in an office as well as from that of a general, Bank robbers must have all 
their grasp of the whole scene and be able to be there, working on the 
spot, carrying it all out personally. Something of the same message is 
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conveyed by the large number of angular planets. o, the chart ruler, is 5° 
from the Descendant. The © is 2° from the IC, « ¥ 4° beyond it. K is 9° 
from the Midheaven. People like this are intensely involved with the out- 
ward circumstances of their lives. Often they leave an indelible mark on 
their world. 


Figure 16: John H. Dillinger 
11:50 p.m. CST, June 22, 1903 
Indianapolis, Indiana: 39N46, 86W09 
(from biography: “just before midnight”. 4° 8 ASC has also been suggested) 


The © ¢ is of course very significant, And note that K is also # P. 
Whether or not you consider the © to be « P depends upon the orb you 
allow. They are 11° apart and dissociate. But the © is very certainly 
o ¥. They are only 2'%° from each other. Thus all the outer planets thrust 
their influence on the © and he is also made restless by wide squares from 
Y and &. © & KK makes Dillinger compulsively a non-conformist. He 
won't fit in. Why should he? —the world is not ‘fair and just and moral’ 
OX in in the IX") and he is cleverer than it is anyway () II). He is go- 
ing to show it. If necessary he'll blow it apart with that K  P. 

O ¢ ¥ gives an extraordinary ability to be present and not present at 
the same time. A Neptunian is never quite what he appears to be nor what 
you think he is. And it also gives a kind of psychic intuition of a way to 
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go about things which may be quite different from the way any ordinary 
person would go about them'. Nobody ever really knew with John Dillin- 
ger. They knew his name and reputation, yes, but never quite how he had 
come to be where he was nor how he could almost brazenly (2 in Q in the 
Vth) slip in and out of situations and just unbelievably get away with it. 

Nevertheless it was ¥ who gave him the cunning brilliance and su- 
preme mental self-confidence to do it and do it again. A reverse or failure 
will only induce a man like this to sharpen his wits a bit more keenly. He 
just knows he’s ‘it’. He’s bound to win eventually. And success only 
whets the appetite for more. 

But note 2°, Inside, emotionally, he’s not happy. %* and 
| shows he would like to prove he is. He’s the greatest and can take a 
chance (V" House) and get away with anything. In the end, however, 
what’s he left with—a legendary reputation and a void inside. It’s some- 
thing to watch out for with a very strong %. Check @. 


FEW COMMENTS about the criminal mind as 
a phenomenon in itself may be worth making at 
this point. 

Basically it is simply cynical enjoyment at being so 
clever and superior. ‘Unevolved’ % (sometimes one 
wonders if ¥ ever really evolves) thinks he’s the only ) 
clever guy around and he looks down on you (though he i 
doesn’t say so to you—only to other people) because 4 
you’re so stupid. “Never give a sucker a break,” he 
says. He’s going to have anything and everything other 
people have been fool enough to leave lying about, and 
he’ll take advantage of you in any other way that crosses his mind, too. 
There’s no real generosity in him, though occasionally he likes to act the 
big guy who’s got plenty to hand out. 

One mustn’t ever confuse this with the primitive mind-set which as- 
sumes that everything should be shared equally, so if you’ve got more 
than he has it’s obvious that he has the right to take what’s due to him 
from you. This assumption was at one time universal among all mankind. 
It survives in more or less its original form among the peoples whom the 
anthropologist Margaret Mead studied in New Guinea as well as among 
the aboriginal people in Australia and also the Congo pygmies in Equato- 
rial Africa. No doubt it is also present in unconscious form in the type of 


} Where intuition is concerned don’t forget that conjunction of the ) with 9, 


either. It is a bit wide, just over 7° away, but that is OK for the ). It shows a 
person who thinks what he feels and feels what he thinks, i.c. someone whose 
reactions are instantaneous. Compare the ? element in boxers. 
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criminal who has a chip on his shoulder about the total unfairness of mod- 
ern competitive society as a whole. It is basically a lunar attitude and has 
little or nothing to do with what we’re talking about here, except in so far 
as skill may enter into equalizing the scales between us. 

The real mercurial thief’s mind if quite the opposite of this. He is de- 
termined to come out on top at all costs and sces no reason why he 
shouldn’t use his superior cleverness to outwit you or me and get whatever 
he wants all for himself. Yet it is really his nagging compulsion to prove 
to himself that he is something which is at the bottom of it. He has that 
perpetual sense of inner emptiness which I identified earlier on as an es- 
sential quality of the Mercurial mind per se. Really it is something in- 
separable from our existence as conscious human beings, and on the posi- 
tive side it operates as the fundamental incentive behind all our urge to 
understand and achieve in life generally. We want to rise above our inade- 
quacies—be superior to them. On the negative side the criminal mind 
can’t see any particular value in achievement and understanding per se. 
He wants kudos out of them and gets real kicks from being superior to 
you and me by taking advantage of society wherever and whenever he can. 
We understand it better if we remember that @ is the first planet to have 
broken away from his collective roots. He rules thieves because thieves 
are the archetypal unevolved expression of rootlessness.” 

A thief typically feels contempt for the inferiority of those he despoils, 
although this can turn to furious anger and resentment if they begin to find 
him out, and show he isn’t superior after all by insisting on their constitu- 
tional right to security of person and material goods. His mind-set is still 
really a primitive and childish one. He wants more, by cleverness, and 
feels he has a right to this since he prides himself that he is clever, but no- 
one else’s rights are sacrosanct. When 9 is not closely connected to other 
planets and modified by them he is Just an ingenious but essentially selfish 
child. 

2 is the first true planet—a separately existing body distinct from the 
central © and our satellite ). He stands for self-consciousness, because 
self-consciousness explicitly asserts separateness and independence. 
However, this can also be unnerving and scary. Not everyone wants to 
think for himself or herself. A good many people shy away from it. They 
conform at all costs. “What will the neighbors say?” is a much more vital 
consideration in their eyes than whether something is true, just, original or 


? Of course everyone feels a sense of rootlessness and inner isolation to some 
extent since we all have ¥ somewhere in our horoscopes and experience our 
self-consciousness through him. People with ¥ very prominent and emphasized 
merely do so more emphatically. 9, the next planet further out from the ©, 
offers the first antidote—Love. 
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even interesting. There is safety in numbers for you can laugh at an out- 
sider as long as you all laugh together. It is the herd instinct—really a 
harking back to pre-planetary lunar days. Religious and political ortho- 
doxies deliberately exploit it, for then a few people at the top who do al- 
low themselves (but nobody else) to think can manipulate everything and 
everyone the way they want. 

When § first started thinking for himself he came up against the herd 
instinct good and solid and every original thinker still always does, both in 
life generally and of course especially in the form of established ‘divine 
right’ groups. Whether the group he challenges be the Roman Catholic 
Church, the Russian Communist Politburo or the American Medical As- 
sociation he finds they all want to have thinkers shut up as criminals, 

On one level of course their instinct is right. The real criminal is an 
individualist, an original thinker. But paradoxically there are gangs and 
big underworld organizations which try to impose orthodoxy and control 
even on criminals. If you steal diamonds or works of art you have to have 
contact with people who know how to dispose of these things and will 
therefore buy them from you. There are drug cartels, protection rackets 
and moncy laundering fronts, and a lot of ingenuity goes into buying poli- 
ticians and police chiefs to keep everything safe and 
running smoothly, without interference. 

When you really examine it you recognize that 
the real issue is actually one of power. Everybody 
wants to be able to force everybody else to think in 
his or her way. Once they do that you get what you 
want—your way. It is the central issue in the whole 
of politics too, which as everybody senses on a deep 
level is also almost entirely a rackct. What do the 
big political parties want? To serve their country 
generously, selflessly and disinterestedly? That is 
what they say, but has any political party in all history 
run up to every election is always a process of trading off concessions to 
this, that and the other interest in return for a promise of support so that 
your party will come to power when the final vote is taken. It is one-up- 
man-ship in its most naked form, just as in criminal psychology. 

And almost unbelievably, ? really started it all just by starting to think 
for himself. Originally he didn’t ask to be a dictator. All his mummy ) 
encouraged him to ask for was the freedom to ask questions and say what 
he thought. But that was a very threatening freedom to people who had 
been used to running things one instinctive, traditional way for millions of 
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years.’ It led on to other things. The Uranian and Plutonian Napoleons 
and Hitlers who have popped up in history subsequently have built upon it 
as a foundation and become dictators by means of it. Financiers and 
military generals do the same. They manipulate things and give orders so 
that other people find themselves paying money or marching the way they 
want. And even % himself has discovered that once you begin to think for 
yourself it goes to your head. 

In a series of articles on the planets I have suggested that every one of 
them seeks power. The © and ) are partial exceptions because really the 
O is the source of all power and the ) dispenses it from him. \ too has a 
kind of hierarchical claim to be top dog by divine right, though that isn’t 
really recognized nowadays. His Olympian authority went into eclipse 
some six thousand years ago’ and ever since then all the other planets 
have been squabbling and elbowing cach other and making temporary alli- 
ances to usurp his primacy. 

Actually the whole process as a result of which } lost his authority be- 
gan when child 8 began answering back. Adoring mothers don’t realize 
how soon their darlings will look them in the face and say No. ¥ is a re- 
spectful, authority acknowledging planet. He loves hierarchies and peck- 
ing orders and chains of authority and command. He isn’t rigid and mean 
like his father * for he loves pomp and show but he does like things to be 
done the proper traditional way.> He’s just the sort of chap the ultimate 
bosses would choose to leave in charge because they’d know he’d never 
answer back. He’s far too conscious of deportment and decorum for that. 
But ¥ would, and did. In direct challenge to the old aristocratic hierarchi- 
cal order of society he has arisen as the first demagogue. Like a Fleet 
Street or TV News reporter interviewing an unpopular party leader or 
foreign dignitary, he knows exactly what questions to come out with to 
trip you up and make you get angry and look silly. And all the other plan- 
ets since then have either used him or tried to take their cue from him, 
But they want real power. They’re not satisficd with just a purple cloak 


> Try asking your Catholic priest too many questions about what he says you 
should believe and do. What does he say? Ata certain point it is inevitably 
“Get on with it or be damned.” 

“ In Teutonic mythology it was Wotan who lost out. Wagner’s The Twilight of 
the Gods tells the story. But Wotan is 2! There is a mystery concerning an 
interchange and relationship between ¥ and 4 which I deal with in my article 
on ¥. 

> He may have sexual affairs with beautiful young mortal ladies and turn some 
of them into swans, as he did with Leda, or into cows, and even appear as a 
swan or bull himself, to copulate, but that’s acceptable. It shows he knows the 
old ways. 
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and all the other outward trappings of authority which seemed to satisfy 
\y. Their aim is to run the show as a whole in place of the © and ). And 
their protégé, modern man, guided by Uranian science and Neptunian and 
Plutonian genctics, is therefore trying to assume total conscious charge of 
everything and even design his own evolution by means of genetic engi- 
neering. As the Chinese say when they want to wish somebody bad luck, 
May you live in interesting times. 

As I have shown in my previous articles, and as we all really know in- 
stinctively, the activities of the outer planets not infrequently lead to con- 
frontations that result in wars and revolutions. 3 is not usually dircctly 
involved or responsible but because of his intelligence and ability to ‘turn 
his hand’ to almost everything he is inevitably co-opted into them.® In his 
own right, however, he is not really a warlike planet. Provocative, irri- 
tating, carping, critical and an exasperating nuisance in all sorts of ways, 
yes, but not violent or warlike. He looks down on brute force. If he does 
happen to get embroiled in a straight contest with o or a o’-dominated 
individual he usually wins out nonetheless, but that is because he uses his 
head rather than his muscles. Boxers who combine o” force with quick ) 
reflexes may defeat him, as we have seen in the cases of Mohammed Ali 
and Joe Louis, but he will outwit a mere slugger or knife-wiclding moron 
very much like the reticularius in a gladiatorial contest in Ancient Rome, 
who almost invariably succeeded in trapping his opponent in his net. 

Nevertheless, by a strange paradox, Martian sect ups can sometimes be 
quite to 3’s liking. We have scen how prominent he is in the charts of 
generals. This is because war is a game at which generals play and § is 
eternally a child who loves games.’ When a canny general is faced with 
an opponent who wants to sit down behind an impregnable defense line, 
like the French Maginot Line in 1940, he outflanks it, like Guderian did 
by launching his tank attack through Belgium and coming down behind it. 
Conversely, if the enemy is mobile he draws him on till his supply lines 
are too extended and then bombs them and cuts them off, as Montgomery 
did to Rommel in 1942. It is always an intellectual battle as well as a 
shooting one—guess what the enemy will do and then do something which 
allows for that and capitalizes on it. 

And strangely enough even the type of criminal mind that enjoys cru- 
elty and violence may also be a combination of % and o”. In the sexual 
field it manifests in subtle refinements not only of inflicting pain but also 


§ Communications is a field in which he will obviously always be employed. 
7 You can see his hand in all the contests and computer games and win-a-$ 
1,000,000 advertisements which proliferate in today’s commercial world, for 
commerce too is both a cut-throat war and at the same time a big game. 
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of experiencing it. Sado-masochism, S&M, is the ultimate titillating 
game.* 

The power struggles that go on within governments, bureaucracies, 
the executive departments of big business corporations, and in every office 
or on every shop floor—in fact wherever people work together—always 
have a ¥ component in them, mixed in with something else. They are 
never pure 0”, pure %, pure )k, or whatever it may be. @ is above all else a 
‘stirrer’. In every case he is unfailingly stimulating a desire to come out 
on top by being cleverer than the other fellow. Everyone wants to be more 
subtle at pulling strings, putting in the word that does the trick at the right 
place and the right time, going behind someone else’s back (8 has no com- 
punction about this), sucking up to the right person, pretending, lying and 
generally being two faced. It is a no-holds-barred struggle to be first. All 
rivals must be eliminated. The best way of all is to scapegoat them, 
making skillful use of the herd instinct. Then everyone turns against 
them. 

Admittedly, I am painting a picture of 9 at his worst, but it really is an 
aspect of him which is active and obvious everywhere in the world today 
and we need to face up to it.’ 

Babies babble before they talk. % continues to babble throughout life, 
though he may have very little to communicate from himself. He is ex- 
tremely clever, learning quickly and picking up the gist of things almost 
immediately—but only up to a point. If he has strong beneficial aspects 
to other planets his words may express and transmit wisdom. If he is 
inharmoniously aspected he just as surely speaks cruelly, bitingly and de- 
structively. If he is prominent by placement in a chart but without notably 
strong aspects of either type he just seems to manifest cleverness for clev- 
erness’ sake. As with the typical journalist or radio or TV program pro- 
ducer, the authentic intellectual level of everything he touches goes down 
as soon as he touches it, reduced to what will fit into a given column or 
time slot. 


® It is of course a perversion, and as such it almost certainly has ¥ mixed up in 
it as well. 

2 A stunning picture of 3 at work to secure an advantage is the description of 
the way Jacob cheated his brother Esau out of his birthright by impersonating 
him to his dying father, who was blind. In this way he received the blessing 
which carried the inheritance. See Genesis, chapter 27 passim. Significantly, 
Jacob’s mother aids and abets him in the deception, ¥ is always mother’s fa- 
vorite. And note particularly Verse 11 where Jacob says, “Behold Esau my 
brother is a hairy man and Iam a smooth man.” ¥ isa smoothie. He has to 
disguise his hands and the back of his neck with kid skin to make his father 
think it is Esau he is touching. 
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ONETHELESS we can’t do without him. We have to have ? 

because he is our self-consciousness, just as the ) is our sub- 

consciousness and the © is life itself. We wouldn’t be conscious 
of the other planets if it wasn’t for 3. We wouldn’t be conscious of any- 
thing and at the same time realize we were conscious of it. We would live 
unreflectingly, as animals do, 

That word ‘unreflectingly’ is significant. We live and think reflect- 
ingly and that points unerringly back to ¥’s dependence on the ). Con- 
scious thinking is reflection. We say we are looking objectively at some- 
thing but actually we look at it inwardly, in the mind’s eye. We project it 
upon a screen in our mind so that we see it as if in a mirror. And mirror- 
ing, or reflecting back something upon itself, is a completely lunar ability. 
Moreover it all really hinges upon memory, for without that we wouldn’t 
be able to retain anything in our minds. Thinking is simply a manipula- 
tion, extension and adaptation of memory—and the ) rules memory. 

Memory has always been the secret 
formula by means of which the ) has 
faithfully stored the blueprint for all the 
myriad species of living creatures she 
has brought forth in response to the ©’s 
command to manifest Life, though hith- 
erto she has always ruled every one of 
them by means of instinct. 3, her child, 
is taking his first halting steps, under her 
tutelage, towards learning how to rule 
them in full awareness. 

And therefore, even though he is barely a fledgling, % has the potential 
to shake the world. He is consciously reversing the law of entropy. Ac- 
tually all of Life is really a reversal of the law of entropy. Instead of a 
steady running down of energy towards ultimate even dispersal of it in 
randomness it represents an unbelievable building up. Its forms become 
ever more complex and purposeful. For thousands of millions of years, 
however, the process has been exclusively instinctive, controlled by a di- 
recting principle immanent within all living creatures but distinct from and 
transcending every individual one. With 9, individual living beings have 
begun to control themselves. They can now consciously and purposely 
introduce changes. They can even countermand and destroy what instinct 
has so laboriously and painstakingly built up. The child is wayward and 
answers back without full comprehension of what is involved. On the one 
hand it struggles towards civilization, on the other it threatens the very 
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foundations of its own existence.!° At the lure and beckoning of willful 
planets like o’, K and B mankind may destroy civilization, perhaps even 
all of life. Nevertheless the experiment had to be tried. 3 is Life looking 
at itself. 

There are actually two distinct lines of evidence which prove that a 
celestial experiment related to ¥ is in fact going on. It is in relation to lan- 
guage. 

The first line of evidence is quite openly revealed to all devout people 
in a tell-tale passage relating to language in the Bible’s account of the 
creation of Adam. Remember that when children learn to speak the first 
thing they learn is that everything they see has a particular tag associated 
with it. Everything has a name. But who gave it that name? Genesis 
Chapter 2, verses 19-20 tell us explicitly that it was the first human being, 
the first creature equipped by ¥ with self-consciousness. 


And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field 
and every fowl of the air; and brought them unto Adam to see what 
he would call them: and whatever Adam called any living creature, 
that was the name thereof. 

And Adam gave names to all cattle, and to the fowl of the air, and to 
every beast of the field." 


The second line of evidence may not carry as much weight with fun- 
damentalist Christians and Jewish people as this first one (for after all, 
they cannot get away from having to acknowledge that it is astonishing to 
read in Holy Scripture itself that God—yes, God Himself—waited to see 
what name man would give to every creature), but it too is related to lan- 
guage, though in a quite different way. Where else but in language would 
one look for evidence of a Divine experiment involving %? It is both con- 
cealed and revealed in the very word we use to describe the essential, in- 
nermost being of man—I refer of course to his Spirit. 


'© Children are always messy. Ecologists have been trying to alert 9 for the 
past forty years to the really dreadful mess he is leaving everywhere in the 
world, but so far it hasn’t made much impression. 

AA good deal of attention and wonderment has been directed at the longevity 
of some of the earliest characters mentioned in the Bible. Thus Genesis chapter 
3 tells us that Adam lived 930 years (verse 5), Seth 912 years (verse 8)—he was 
busily begetting sons and daughters during 807 of these years!—Enos 905 years 
(verse 11), Canaan 910 years (verse 14), Mahalecl 895 years (verse 17), Jared 
962 years (verse 19), Enoch 365 years (verse 23)—after that he walked with 
God—and Methuselah 969 years (verse 27). The linguistic precocity of at least 
one Biblical figure is no less remarkable, for we are told in Job chapter 3 that 
Job cursed the day he was born. 
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3 rules the air. He is the god of the wind. And language itself is wind- 
blown, for without air there would be no sound. 

Weather-predicting astrology explicitly recognizes ?’s rulership of the 
wind. A chart cast for the exact moment when he enters each Sign by di- 
rect or retrograde motion is taken as indicative of the type of wind which 
may be expected at any particular place till he changes Sign once again.’ 

Our idea of spirit is based upon our experience of wind, for wind is 
something we inescapably and undeniably experience but which we cannot 
see, smell, confine or define. It is an invisible presence, always with us, 
upon which we are totally dependent, for if are prevented from breathing it 
for more than two or three minutes we die. Yet it has no shape or form 
and if we have a cup full of nothing but it we say it is empty. 


For a start it is invisible. It can creep up out of 
nowhere and tickle the back of your neck, or 
throw you flat on your face. It has no shape, size, 
smell, taste or sound of its own. All its properties 
are borrowed, all our experience of it comes at 
second hand. We have nothing to work with but 
indirect effects. It is big enough and strong 
enough to tear the largest living things on earth 
out by their roots and yet it can seep through a 
hairline crack.. Wind is elusive, fugitive, difficult 
to definc—and impossible to ignore.'* 


The yogis say it is life because it contains Prana, the source of all en- 
ergy. They teach a technique they call Pranayama, the art of controlling 
the breath in such a way that physical, sexual, mental, intellectual, spiri- 
tual and cosmic energy are maximized in an individual. 

And this is the whole point I have been leading up to. Man’s whole 
concept of a soul or spirit within him derives from the wind. We now de- 
scribe wind scientifically as the motion of a physical substance we call air 


'2 See the chapter Astrological Air Movement Charts in C. C. Zain, Weather 
Predicting. Los Angeles: Church of Light. 1949. Pp. 103: “Winds are indicated 
by the aspects made by the planets, in their movement through the zodiac and 
by change in declination, to the degree on the Ascendant of the Air Movement 
Chart covering the period. Mild aspects from mild planets do not stir up heavy 
winds, but only mild air movements. The more violent the planet and the more 
violent the aspect the more violent will be the wind indicated, always, of 
course, subject to what the chart indicates, and to the indications of the season 
Temperature Chart.” [This is calculated every three months upon the entry of 
the © into the four Cardinal Signs. PW] 
'3 Lyall Watson. Heaven's Breath. 1984. London: Hodder & Stoughton. 

pp. 300-301. 
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but our actual direct experience of it is not of a substance at all but purely 
of movement. That was always how the earliest men and women experi- 
enced it. They saw an effect but they could not never sce it, so for them it 
was always to some extent a numinous or holy experience. Even the 
Greek philosophers were baffled by it. Aristotle did not realize that it had 
weight—he thought instead that it had something he called ‘levity,’ an 
innate principle of life and movement. And religious accounts of direct 
encounters with God, from whichever part of the world they come, in- 
variably describe the experience in terms derived from experience of the 
wind. Two Biblical ones provide a perfect illustration—and note that they 
both directly link the phenomenon of wind with an interior perception of 
language. 

The first is the Lord’s command to Elijah to go and stand on Mount 
Horeb (I Kings 19: 11-13). 


And he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before the Lord. 
And behold, the Lord passed by, and a great and strong wind rent 
the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before the Lord; but the 
Lord was not in the wind: and after the wind an earthquake, but the 
Lord was not in the earthquake: 

And after the earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the fire: and 
after the fire a still small voice. 

And it was so, when Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his 
mantle, and went out, and stood in the entering in of the cave. And 
behold, there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, 
Elijah? 


The second is the description of the coming of the Holy Spirit upon the 
Apostles on the day of Pentecost, recorded in Acts, Chapter 2, Verses 2-4. 


And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing 
mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. 
And there appeared unto them eleven tongues like as of fire, and it 
sat upon each of them. 

And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost. and began to speak 
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. 


In both of these examples the narrator has gone on to add fire (and in 
the first case an earthquake) to try to give his readers something more 
definite to conceptualize than the bare experience of wind alone.'* Ney- 


'" To a Middle-Eastern people who may very possibly have experienced dev- 
astating grassland and woodland fires started, or aggravated and spread, by a 
hot dry wind the association of wind with fire was probably very natural and 
terrifying indeed. 
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ertheless the originating idea was the wind. Everything starts with wind. 
Job tells us so without any adornment in Job 7:7. 


O remember that my life is wind. 


And we ourselves too say precisely the same thing, though mostly 
without realizing it. Consider the following: 

Our words for the inmost and highest qualities or principles we can 
conceive of, words like spirit, spiritual, inspiration, aspire and inspire, are 
all derived from the Latin spirare, which means ‘to breathe’. And the 
Latin word for soul, the immortal principle in man, namely animus, with 
its feminine form anima, is the root of our word ‘animate’, to be alive, 
and also of ‘animal’, our basic word for an independent, moving, living 
creature. 

It is so in other languages too. There are three words for soul in He- 
brew —Nephesh, Ruach and Neshamah. The Nephesh, located in the 
kidneys and genitals, is the instinctive, animal life principle. Neshamah, 
situated above the head, is a kind of divine blue-print of what we should 
be. But Ruach, associated with the heart and lungs, connotes our con- 
scious self with all its thoughts, feclings and aspirations, and the word 
means breath or wind. It is used with the latter meaning in everyday spo- 
ken Hebrew. The Arabic Ruh has exactly the same double significance. 

The Greeks again used the word pneuma for both wind and spirit. We 
still follow them when we speak of pneumatic (compressed-air driven) 
drills and of pneumonia, the deadly illness which affects the lungs, our 
breathing apparatus. They also used the word psuche for both the animal 
soul and the spiritual principle. Contrast I Corinthians 15:45: 


The first man Adam was made a living soul 


where we are to understand ‘soul’ purely in the animal or vitalistic sense, 
with Matthew 10:28 where the spiritual meaning is employed: 


Fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul. 


We get our words ‘psychology’ and ‘psychic’ from psuche. A psychic 
is one who can discern spirits—the non-physical ‘winds’ which live on 
after human beings die physically. 

Sigmund Freud, the founder of psychoanalysis, attempted to sum the 
whole matter up succinctly, just as he did about so many other matters 
connected with the human psyche and consciousness. 
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“Tf we trust language,” said Freud, “it was the movement of the air 
that provided the image of spirituality, since the spirit borrows its name 
from the breath of the wind.” '° 

But must we take that as really the last word on the subject! Strangely 
enough—No! It is actually just a brilliant materialist’s way of conceptu- 
alizing it! It may just as easily be the other way round—spirit may have 
given rise to the wind. The only hard and fast evidence we have is that the 
two go together in human consciousness and language. Let us not simply 
follow the Anglo-Saxon convention and talk about the weather in order to 
avoid having to think and talk about deeper realities. We do really know 
deep down that the spiritual is not an illusion—a mere by-product of a 
misconstruel of a purely physical process. However much scientific mate- 
rialist nonsense we may talk we all really believe (and know) that our lives 
are real and that we too are real. The wind has merely always been the 
nearest simile humanity has ever been able to find for something he/she 
knows that he/she essentially is—something not material, but conscious 
and alive within the material self. 

Thus it seems to have been preordained that in due time, as we became 
able to appreciate the extraordinary significances we unconsciously ex- 
press all the time in language, we should recognize the nature of the celes- 
tial experiment that is going on, designed for our benefit. What the iden- 
tity of the words for the wind and spirit in so many languages is patently 
teaching us is that it is through 9, ruler of the wind and also of language, 
our means of communication one with another, that we become able to 
comprehend the nature of reality, both material and spiritual. 

Actually we learn like weather cocks. We learn to face the way the 
wind is blowing. Our interpretation not merely of what is said to us but 
also what is meant we pick up on the basis of experience. A child learns 
social communication rules at the same time as he or she learns linguistic 
ones; i.¢. he acquires interactional competence. When Mr. Jones comes 
into the room you say “Hallo, Mr. Jones” and extend your hand. You say 
“Good morning” and “please” and “thank you”. It is important to realize 
that we do not leam these things as examples of how things ought to be 
done but of how they are done. ‘Ought’ is something } pontificates about 
only much later on after he has codified everything. Performance comes 
first. Only later (if ever) do we find out why we must perform this way. 

Performance determines group membership. Not what we say but how 
we say it, our accent and the words we characteristically use, become part 
of our identity and determine how we shall be recognized and accepted or 
rejected by other people. Someone who speaks differently is ‘not one of 
us’. 


'® Quoted in Lyall Watson, Heaven's Breath. page 301. 


52 


Considerations XII:4 


Even as children, moreover, we learn to vary the manner we speak ac- 
cording to the company we are in. We speak differently to children from 
how we speak to adults, and we quickly learn to differentiate between one 
child or adult and another child or adult, not only on the basis of how they 
look but much more importantly from the way they talk. The way they 
communicate with each other, and with us, will determine the way we 
shall speak to them. And note one can also communicate by means of 
silence. 

¥ is a very wide-awake, down to earth, busy-body planet. His nature is 
reflected in children right from birth since even babies only five minutes 
old will seek eye contact with their mothers. The organism of a baby 
needs perpetual intellectual stimulus and change in addition to physical 
and emotional care. Lack of it can cause scrious mental and physical 
damage, possibly even leading to death by marasmus—general physical 
and mental wasting away. Moving toys and mobiles which provide a 
changing stimulus have been found to help children, particularly those in 
institutions, but nothing really replaces true communication with a parent 
or other loved one. ¥ needs to talk. He has more to say than any other 
planet, even though so little of it is truly his own. He has opinions about 
everything which he changes quite shamelessly without ever acknowledg- 
ing the fact—just as children always do. Really he is just perpetually re- 
flecting whatever impinges on his sphere of sensation. The ) has always 
done precisely the same thing—$ is her child, after all—but the difference 
now is that he is doing it self consciously, for a child’s language verbal- 
izes that which he or she sees, hears and directly experiences. Degerando 
in 1847 said that: 


The child of the rich understands more words and less actions and 
the child of the poor less words and more actions. '° 


Nevertheless the principle is the same. It is purely a matter of whether 
there is greater or lesser verbal or visual example and opportunity. 
In other words, it is a matter of chance. 


dren he’s a sucker for all manner of games. He loves dice and 
always has done. Astragali, bones of roughly cubical shape taken 
from the ankles of antelope or sheep, have been found on prehistoric sites 
in Africa dating back over 40-thousand years, many of them marked with 
appropriate symbols. And the Old Testament of the Bible is full of refer- 


A ND CHANCE JS right up 2’s alley. It’s a game and like all chil- 


‘6 Quoted in Oksaar, op. Cit., page 105. 
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ences to the casting of lots as a means of deciding all manner of things. 
Cruden’s Concordance to the Bible'’ says they were used: 


To discover a thief or wrongdoer 

To divide lands 

To choose a church officer 

To order and regulate the seniority of men in office 
To decide a controversy 


Bi Gobo! 


Similarly in the New Testament, when Jesus was crucified, Matthew 
27:35 tells us that the Romans 


...crucified him, and parted his garments, casting lots: that it might 
be fulfilled, which was spoken by the prophet. They parted my gar- 
ments among them and upon my vesture they did cast lots, 


In those days the way that lots turned out was ascribed to Divine Will and 
attempts to influence the fall of dice were made primarily by means of 
prayer. However, it didn’t remain solely the prerogative of the religious 
for ever. Men of science began to look into the matter too. It has been 
claimed that Archimedes, the mathematician of Syracuse in the 3rd Cen- 
tury BC, was one of the first and that in Italy in the 16th Century AD 
Galileo followed in his footsteps, attempting to formulate the laws of 
chance. Modern authorities reject this. However, there is no doubt that in 
the 17th Century in France Blaise Pascal and Pierre Fermat began to lay 
down basic rules and then in the next century another Frenchman, Pierre 
Laplace, finally refined them into a simple but comprehensive theory of 
probability. 

It works like this: If an event is certain to happen its value is 1. If it is 
certain nof to happen, its value is 0. All other possibilities are fractions 
between these two limits. 

If we apply this to dice, which have six faces each of which has an 
equal chance of falling uppermost, the probability of any particular one 
doing so in a single throw is 1/6. And that leads on to something very 
important indeed, something about which we are no longer uncertain but 
on the contrary completely certain. If the probability of throwing a six 
first time is 1/6 then in a long series of throws very nearly 1/6 of them will 
be sixes. We are turning uncertainty on its head and using it to calculate a 
certainty. Only § could think of something as neat as that. 


"" Cruden’s Concordance to the Old and New testament and Apocrypha. Lon- 
don & New York: Frederick Warne & Co. Ltd., undated. (Original London 
1737) 
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It is important to bear in mind that this only applies to large numbers, 
i.e. to groups of events. We can only assess the probability of any event 
taking place singly as a fraction, and have to remain completely ignorant 
about its actual outcome. Only the pattern has become reliably predict- 
able. Nevertheless, the fact that we can now get useful and reliable in- 
formation by studying and making calculations about things which will 
themselves remain uncertain may possibly give us a sideways insight into 
the way the universe itself operates. 

Our universe seems to be based upon a system or series of numerical 
jokes. A few irrational numbers (i.e. numbers which are not expressible 
by an integer or vulgar fraction) somehow keep the whole thing going and 
miraculously produce perfect order. Take ™ (Pi) for instance, the Greek 
letter standing for the ratio of the circumference of a circle to its diameter. 
To eight decimal places it is 3.14159265 and it goes on and on and on 
after that. It is almost—but not quite—22/7 (that works out at 3.1428571 
recurring which is not accurate enough). 7 is not a root of any rational 
algebraic equation, with the consequence that it is impossible to “square 
the circle’ by purely algebraic means or by means of ruler and compass. 

The logarithmic spiral is another similar joke. Spirals are the natural 
curve of expanding life. They never cover the same ground as they re- 
volve but simply get bigger and better. We can see an example any day in 
the shell of the common garden snail. It began as a tiny cup which gradu- 
ally turned round as it opened up to accommodate the spirally growing 
creature inside. Sea snails are no different and a host of other simple sea 
creatures also grow just by winding round and round, getting progres- 
sively larger as they do so. 

The best spiral conforms to a ratio of 1: 
1.618034. This alone among curved lines can 
be extended to infinity. And the chambered 
nautilus, a deep sea creature which drifts near 
the floor of the Pacific Ocean, has chosen a 
curve which conforms exactly to this ratio. As 
a result it has avoided extinction for over 500-million years. By contrast, 
a rival species, the ammonite, once very numerous in prehistoric seas all 
over the world, its remains turning up in deposits from the Devonian to the 
Cretaceous, used a slightly flatter curve and died out over 60-million 
years ago. 

Fantastically, our galaxy, the Milky Way, is a slowly rotating spiral 
with precisely the same ratio of 1:1.618034. It too has managed to keep 
steadily ongoing without ever unwinding. It has done it now for billions 
and billions of years and scems set to continue doing it indefinitely. 

But what about the proportion by which snail shells and galaxies actu- 
ally increase in size? Here we come to what is known as the Golden Sec- 
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tion, or division in extreme and mean ratio, i.e. that division of a line or 
proportion of a geometrical figure in which the smaller division is to the 
greater as the greater is to the whole. A golden rectangle is one in which 
the width is to the length as the length is to the sum of the two. Now ifa 
new larger figure of the same relative proportions is added along the 
longer side of such a rectangle, this longer side now forming the shorter 
side of the new figure, and then a further larger one along the longer side 
of the new figure, and so on and on, we obtain a new construction which 
perpetually revolves and perpetually grows as it does so. This is the prin- 
ciple of the exponential horn, and it is precisely the way in which French 
Horns are designed and constructed, with the conical tube steadily widen- 
ing from the mouthpiece to the beginning of the bell-flare, when it is sud- 
denly expanded according to a different scheme in order to magnify the 
sound. Snail shells grow precisely to the pattern, without any bell-flare, 
and so do spiral nebulae. The proportion is approximately 8:5, but once 
again, as with 1, it isn’t precisely that. It works out as another intermina- 
ble decimal."® 

There are many other examples. Why should there be a strong and also 
a weak nuclear force, for instance? It seems very odd, yet they both exist. 
In fact they are two of the most basic, fundamental forces in the Natural 
order of things. Their constraining influence on each other prevents the 
universe solidifying into a solid mass on the one hand or blowing itself 
apart on the other. And what about Bode’s Law?’ By applying this, one 
can arrive empirically at a good approximation to the successive orbital 
distance of each of the planets from the ©, from § as far out as 4. All 
one has to do is take the orbital distance of ¥ as 4/10 that of the Earth, 


8 Tris interesting that the design of the cards in some Tarot packs, e.g. those 
of the well-known Rider/Waite pack, are drawn to the Golden Section format. 
Unfortunately the cards themselves for this deck, as also for most other decks, 
are issued as unimaginative 4:2 rectangles. The only set in which the cards 
themselves are 8:5 rectangles is that issued by the Church of Light (2341 Coral 
Street, Los Angeles, CA 90031-2916). The person shuffling these cards re- 
ceives a subconscious message that he or she is synchronizing with the propor- 
tions of the universe itself. Many efforts have been made over the years to link 
the Tarot directly to the Uranian science of Astrology. It usually struggles free, 
however. Only Horary Astrology truly has an undeniable kinship with it, since 
both Horary and the Tarot ultimately depend for the accuracy of their results 
upon an intuitive sense of synchronicity with the Cosmos as a whole. Aleister 
Crowley correctly divined the true rulership of the Tarot cards when he called 
his book on them The Book of Thoth. Thoth was the ancient Egyptian name for &. 
'? Really it should be called the Titius/Bode Law because it was first worked out 
by Titius, a German mathematician who lived from 1729-1796, before the dis- 
covery of Uranus and Ceres. Bode, 1747-1820, an astronomer, rediscovered 
and publicized it, showing that it fitted the orbits of these two new planets. 
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| Table 1: 
Bode’s Law 


An empirical law for the distances of the planets from 
the Sun that was discovered by J. D. Titius in 1766 and 
later publicized by J. E. Bode. If A is equal to the mean 
distance from the Sun, Bode's Law gives the distance of 
the planets in astronomical units by the expression: 


A=0.4+0.3 x 2", wheren = ~, 1, 2... 


Planet n A Actual 
(Bode’s distance 
Law) 
g eo 0.4 0.39 
Q 0 0.7 0.72 
® 1 1.0 1.00 
ou 2 1.6 1,52 
Ceres 3 2.8 217 
4 4 52 5.20 
h 5 10.0 9.54 
mG 6 19.6 19.18 
y 7 38.8 30.06 
Pp 8 TTD, 39.52 
Ignore ¥, giving R n= 7 and A = 38.8, and the Law 
also works for P. 


calling it 4 and use it as basis. Then to find each successive planet’s dis- 
tance one simply adds 3 or a multiple of 3, doubling the multiple for cach 
move outwards. In other words the rule works like a dream as far as but 
breaks down at ¥. The mean distance of B from the © would neatly fit 
this step in the series. Perhaps enormous ¥ is an escaped moon of tiny P! 
Seriously though, the real point of my whole discussion of this Law is that 
there is no logical, astronomical, physical reason why it should work at 
all. It just does; a nice mercurial, numerical joke—till ¥ messes it up. In 
my article on ¥” I have pointed to parallels between the natures of ¥ and 


?° See Considerations Vol. XI No. 1, January-April, 1996, 
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¥, and also suggested that ¥ rules humor in the deeper and more subtle 
sense of that word—i.e., not the back slapping guffaw but pathos and 
wonderment at the absurdity of so much we take seriously and regard as 
important and real. By refusing to fit into his place in Bode’s Law he may 
well be jogging our arm to recognize that he too has had a hand in the uni- 
verse’s use of irrational numbers and Golden Sections to keep itself going. 
After all, $ rules rationality, the way in which we understand things and 
ourselves consciously—a faculty which is very new indeed in the total 
history of things on this planet. ¥ works in the much older Lunar subcon- 
scious, through which he teaches the conscious mind by means of sym- 
bols, dreams and intuitions. In these extraordinary, newly discovered nu- 
merical revelations and insights into the way the world works he seems to 
be taking ¥’s hand. Objective consciousness on its own couldn’t handle it. 
It is too bizarre. But now with $’s help the child can laugh with delight 
and learn at the same time. 

I have found Lyall Watson to be an author with a decided flare for 
spotting these cosmic numerical jokes. He doesn’t trace them to their 
Mercurial/Neptunian source, we must do that, but I want to quote one in 
particular that his spadework has turned up. 

There seems to be some mysterious quality associated with the number 
10°. Lyall Watson describes it as follows: 


There is no obvious reason why the age of the universe in natural 
atomic units should be related numerically to the number of particles 
in the universe, but there is a direct relationship. Both fall very close 
to 10%. 

Physics recognizes two natural time units, Hubble time, which is a 
way of measuring cosmological change, and nuclear time, which is 
the time taken for light to cross a single proton. There is no direct 
connection between the two, whose scales lic at opposite ends of the 
universal range, but the ratio between them happens to be 10*°. 

Studies of the strength of nuclear forces and the thermodynamic 
condition of the early universe fall within different and distant 
branches of physics, and yet each produces the same constant of 10“°, 
The fine structure constants for gravity and electromagnetism would 
seem to be only accidentally connected, but once again each turn out 
to have a numeric value of 10*°, 7! 


No one knows wAy it all works out like this. Obviously someone’s 
chuckling. We should have been warned, though, for in 1927 Werner 
Heisenberg published his Uncertainty Principle. For the first time since 
Laplace in the 18" century asserted that once we have ascertained the ex- 


*! Lyall Watson, Dark Nature. London: Hodder & Stoughton, 1995. page 12. 
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act position of every atom in the universe we shall be able to make exact 
predictions about every event that will ever occur, an explicit repudiation 
of that idea had been produced. Heisenberg showed that all we can ever 
know about atomic particles is the statistical probability of their being in 
a particular place at a particular time. We can never be sure of where 
they actually are. In other words, quite literally, the whole universe is a 
gigantic game of free-falling dice. 

There are many people who insist that it 
can’t really be like that. The great mathe- Or 
matical genius Albert Einstein was one. “I 


cannot believe,” he said the year before he 
died, “that God plays dice with the cos- le 
mos.”” Such people are natural jovians. 


They believe with their whole beings that 

there is a divine mandate at work in the whole natural universe to produce 
order and harmony in it. They suspect that those who see chance every- 
where are mercly projecting their own psychology onto the scheme of 
things. And perhaps they are. Yet perhaps they are also right. The uni- 
verse may paradoxically run in perfect order on a basis of perfect free- 
dom. That is, after all, what ¥ stands for. He rules thought, and thought 
if it is to be genuine has to be free. If it is not, it is illusion. We should 
remember also that although }’s Signs in the horoscope chart oppose 
those of 4, it is 4 who is }’s overlord in the original, divine, theocratic 
dispensation, and he is the planet of opportunity. 4 never was a ruler like 
%, loving to close doors and set limits. He rules law, but it is law in the 
sense of the right way to go about things to open the world up and make 
everything wonderful a possibility. 

The laws of chance have been exhaustively studied over the past cen- 
tury and a half in order to make money. The larger the numbers involved 
the more exactly it is possible to forecast the way things will turn out. As 
the Swiss mathematician Danicl Bernoulli stated explicitly in a formula 
which he called the Law of Large Numbers: “Probability tends towards 
certainty as the number of events involved approaches infinity.” 

Insurers and casino owners rely totally on this law. On the basis of it 
they are able to calculate almost infallibly the number of accidents or dice 
falls on which they will have to pay out, given a large enough number of 
people taking out an insurance or trying their luck with the dice. They 
then charge premiums or offer odds graded to ensure that they inevitably 
make a steady profit. Insurance companies are outwardly respectable 
while casinos are not (because it is frowned on as non-U to try your luck 


* Quoted in Lyall Watson, Supernature II.. London: Hodder & Stoughton, 
1986. page 25. 


59 


Wintle: Mercury 


and perhaps lose your own or Aunt Ada’s inheritance), but both of them 
work on precisely the same principle. 

It is exactly the same with winds. “The wind bloweth where it listeth,” 
as the Bible says in John 3:8, and we have no means of knowing from 
which quarter the next gust will come, Nevertheless, once we know that a 
Westerly or an Easterly is the prevailing wind in a certain locality at a 
particular time we can safely sail ships or erect windmills and feel pretty 
sure of making a reasonable profit. 

And that is how we all of us live our lives, all the time, trying to work 
out what will happen next. Let’s face it, if you look at things honestly, 
with the rational faculties $ has given you, you have to'admit that the 
whole of life is really extraordinarily chancy. Will Johnny succeed or 
won’t he? Will the marriage be a success or a failure? Will something 
sell or won’t it? All businesses are really just trying to foresee what peo- 
ple will buy and we all personally long to know our future. That is why 
we go to fortune tellers and astrologers, the people who have got it all 
worked out. 


UT DIDN’T we say earlicr on that ¥ was the God of thieves? 
Could he be cheating us? Could we be cheating ourselves? 
Lying is the communication of misinformation to one’s own 
species and camouflage—used by countless species worldwide— 
is intended to mislead, confine or trap members both of one’s own and 
also other species. Yes, ¥ does cheat—expertly—but strangely enough 
here once again we may see how } is his ultimate overlord. I quote Lyall 
Watson once again: 


Lying is merely the most obvious way of cheating in a social situa- 
tion, and so common that it must be seen as universal, a part of our 
environment as natural as wind and water. Yet it only exists because 
‘honesty’ already forms part of the same system. Deception cannot 
work unless it is a rare variant of an honest response, unless it mim- 
ics a pre-existing pattern of appearance or behaviour and exploits the 
tendency of most individuals to accept that at face value.23 


Speculation as to how or why genuine altruism originated in the first 
place and then developed is not within the scope of this article. All we can 
say here is that we all know that unselfish, cooperative behavior makes 
life pleasanter for everyone. That is ¥. But % too allows that self-seeking 
systems may also, not infrequently, gravitate towards cooperation. They 
do so when it pays, and it often does pay. Computer games theory is a 
very good example of this. It works on the assumption that self interest 


3 Lyall Watson, Dark Nature, page 64. 
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will be the sole, exclusive motivation of all players in all games all the 
time, yet it still manages to demonstrate more often than not that coop- 
erative equilibrium may well be the best and most paying policy for eve- 
ryone concerned. This is especially the case whenever the parties are not 
exclusively fighting each other but having to reckon with rewards or pen- 
alties granted or imposed by others. Then a smaller reward for both is 
preferable to a large one for one and a penalty for the other if there is un- 
certainty which way it will go and if the penalized player may retaliate 
later on. But even when one is simply fighting one other person a pro- 
gram called Zit for Tat often scems to be the wisest course. It has just 
two rules: 

1. On the first move, cooperate. 

2. On each successive move, do what your opponent did on the previous 
move. 

This means you are never the first one to be hostile but you retaliate if 
your opponent is hostile. However, you forgive him immediately he for- 
gives you. It is altruism with teeth—an automatic process that is sclf- 
realizing, creating good out of evil. In a similar way, Lyall Watson says, 
the US Senate... 


... despite being made up entirely of individuals all trying to look 
good at cach other’s expense, can still, through folk ways which in- 
volve helping out a colleague and getting repaid in kind, engage in 
enough mutually rewarding activities, such as vote trading, to be 
scen as an organization that has become essentially cooperative." 


So there, in a nutshell, is what % is all about. He has broken free from 
the automatic survival dictates of the genes—from lunar instinct in other 
words—and achieved self consciousness. He did that when he ate the ap- 
ple in the Garden of Eden. He got kicked out of the Garden then, and 4 
put an angel with thunderbolts turning each way at the gate to prevent him 
getting back in (Genesis 3:24) but so far, somehow, despite having to 
manage on his own outside, copulating and bringing up children, and till- 
ing the ground in the sweat of his face (Genesis 3:19), he has avoided 
completely self-destructing. By trial and crror, in some cases at least, he 
has learnt that altruistic conduct, or what looks like altruistic conduct, 
pays. A world in which people are ecologically conscious smells better 
and is nicer to live in than one in which everyone indiscriminately leaves 
his mess everywhere. And it is better to pay one bully and turn him into a 
policeman if he will then clobber the other bullies who might threaten your 
life or take your property. It isn’t yet real morality but it is at least a way 
of thinking—a cast of mind—which begins to appreciate that morality 


4 Ibid. Page 74. 
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may have value. It adds up to free acceptance of curbs on freedom, even 
though it is still rooted in selfishness, True morality, ruled by 4, goes just 
that step further by wanting the well being of others for their own sake, 
See my forthcoming article on him. 

I have said all that needs to be said about ¥. I conclude with three 
verses from the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam which succinctly sum up his 
whole character as well as telling exactly where he came from, what he is 
and where he’s at now: 


Myself when young did eagerly frequent 
Doctor and Saint, and heard great Argument _ 
About it and about, but evermore 

Came out by that same door as in I went. 


With them the Seed of Wisdom did I sow 
And with my own hand labour’d it to grow 
And this was all the Harvest that I reap’d 
“I came like Water, and like Wind I go.” 


Into this Universe, and why not knowing 
Nor whence, like Water willy-nilly flowing! 
And out of it, as Wind along the Waste, 

I know not whither, willy-nilly blowing. *° 


Postscript 


HE EDITOR has written to me suggesting that the picture I have 
presented of is incomplete in several important respects. He says: 


Tread little or nothing that relates % to the same planet that was 
identified by the Neoplatonists and later philosophers with the Logos 
or, by the alchemists of the Renaissance, to the archetypal catalyst 
or, for that matter, to the planetary body the early Church Father’s 
compared to Christ. 


As a step in this direction, he suggested I might want to consider 
Krishnamurti, born with % exactly at the IC. 

I plead guilty without reservation to these omissions. The fact is that I 
am not qualified to write about them. Although in past years I did tempo- 
rarily join the Rosicrucians (AMORC) and also a Gnostic Brotherhood 
(The Brotherhood and Order of the Pleroma), I never penetrated deeply 
into their arcana, or their arcana never penetrated deeply into me, and it is 


> The Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam. Fitzgerald translation, London: George G. 
Harrap & Co. Ltd. 
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many years now since I severed contact with them. I could of course go 
straight to a library to swot up the topics the editor has listed but I fear it 
would never be anything more than superficial head knowledge if I did, 
whereas I sincerely believe that what I have written, incomplete though it 
is, represents my own experience and constitutes what I have come to 
know and feel in my bones about 8. I prefer, therefore, to leave the task of 
writing about these other subjects to someone who is genuinely steeped in 
them and can present them illuminatingly. 

There is one omission about which I am rather uncomfortably con- 
scious myself, however, and I must say a few words about this. 

The § that I have been documenting has been almost exclusively child 
Mercury. He has been § as the ruler of the Sign II, the Heavenly Twins. 
II is unquestionably the most wide awake, alert and versatile Sign in the 
whole Zodiac, but also—one must face up to it—the most regrettably 
feather-brained and superficial. I do not of course mean that all those 
with II rising or otherwise prominent in their birth charts are feather- 
brained and superficial. Aspects and the placement of planets in other 
Signs will modify the total picture, often grounding ? or turning the ver- 
satility of II into an enormous asset. One only needs to think of great 
Geminians like Richard Wagner, Charles Dickens or Queen Victoria to 
see what I mean. It is only the tendency of the Sign on its own that I am 
referring to—for II on its own is without any doubt the most shallow Sign 
of them all, even though it is also the quickest and cleverest. And these are 
also the essential qualities of child Mercury—so eager to learn but ini- 
tially lacking in the insight and wisdom which only come with age and 
experience. 

But what of ¥ and the Sign TI, his other domain, the Sign which links 
him with the VIth House, medicine, health, hygiene, the place or work and 
of perfectionism here on this material plane? 

I know that I shall be laying my head on the block by saying this, but I 
personally question whether 2 has very much, if 
anything, to do with T? and the 6" House at all. 
However, in all fairness let us first of all look at 
the evidence which exists to suggest that he does. 

3’s caduceus (two serpents twincd around a 
staff) is the accepted symbol of the medical con- 
fraternity, and this symbol also has esoteric con- 
notations. It is associated with Hindu teachings 
about Kundalini, the mysterious serpent power 
coiled asleep at the base of the spine. Initiates are 
instructed in techniques of raising this energy by 
means of breath control so that a current or ser- 
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pent is stimulated alternately on the right or left side of the spinal column. 
In this way illumination may be achieved. In Jewish mystical tradition, 
moreover, the archangel Raphael is associated with the Sephirah Hod 
(Glory), attributed to 3, on the glyph of the Tree of Life, and Raphael is a 
healer. 

As a medical House the VIth is properly the House of the physician, 
not the surgeon. The standard medical qualification M.B.Ch.B.” certifies 
that one is licensed to practice both as a physician and as a surgeon but 
surgery was once quite a separate and distinct specialist field. Even today 
it is advisable for astrologers to remember the distinction since surgery is 
properly the sphere of the 8" House, ruled by o” and PB. Nevertheless, any 
and every species of skill, whether it be at medicine, chess or even music, 
will come under ?’s purview, particularly if it involves manual dexterity, 
IL, as surgery obviously does. 

But does medicine per se, in either of its forms, really sound like $? I 
personally have never sensed him in this particular field. Perhaps that 
simply means I am not qualified to discuss it. In that case let someone 
else who is write about it. 

Where I do have a suspicion that ¥ has a finger—perhaps more than 
one finger—is in the pie of alternative medicine. Things like reflexology 
(pressing the soles of the feet with one’s fingers and thumbs), aromather- 
apy, homeopathy and acupuncture (as this is practiced in the West, not in 
China where it originated and where it is standard medical practice), all 
have the unmistakable flavor or smell of games, and as we know % loves 
games. All of them do their best to try to make themselves respectable by 
means of associations, guilds, training courses and certificates, but really 
anyone can take them up, full time or as a sideline, and salesmanship and 
showmanship are the keys to success in them. One must make a good im- 
pression, look like the ‘real thing’ and be a good talker—obvious signa- 
tures of 9. 

Orthodox medicine is heavily fortified with stiff examinations and rolls 
to get oneself onto (as well as occasionally to be struck off). It doesn’t 
sound like ¥. It is too responsible and heavy. There is a touch of % about it 
with its exclusiveness and love of blaming all rivals, and of course its 
modern scientific forms are strongly under the influence of , with ¥ too 
assisting in the allied drug industry. But the expertise and perfectionism 
also smack of something else. Remember the exquisite jewelry Hephaestos 
made in the underwater grotto of the nymph Thetis after his mother Hera 
threw him out of Heaven? When Hera later on saw Thetis wearing some 


6 ie. Bachelor of Medicine and Chirurgery. Chirurgery denotes manual sur- 
gery. 
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of it and asked her where she got it she set up a forge and furnace for 
Hephaestos on Mount Olympus itself and hauled him back up there. And 
there he remained, under her protection, just as the medical profession 
today thrives under the protection of the AMA or the BMA.”’ I have sug- 
gested it before in my article on him” and I suggest it once again here— 
Hephaestos is the real ruler of the Sign TI. 

Of course Hephaestos has not yet finally and completely ousted $ from 
the Sign. The proof of that lies in the fact that he still acts as a dispositor 
there—see the charts of Sam Goldwyn, Bernard Baruch, Aristotle Onas- 
sis, General Patton, Gary Kasparov, and Sonny Liston, all cited in this 
article. In Bernard Baruch’s case he disposes of everything except the © 
from the Sign 17, and in Sam Goldwyn’s he controls two-thirds of the 
bodies in the figure from it. What can we say about that? 

Well, remember that before \X, ¥ and B were discovered 4, 4 and o 
stood in for them in the Signs =», 1 and Tl, and dispositorships using them 
also worked well, at least up to a point. So it is, I believe, with TI. @ is still 
extremely strong there as far as dispositorship is concerned because 
Hephaestos has not yet been officially discovered. But that, I think, is 
merely a matter of time. After my article on him was published in 1993 I 
received a letter from James E. Welsh, a Uranian astrologer who lives in 
Limerick, Maine, pointing out to me that already in the 1920’s the Ura- 
nian School of Astrology of Alfred Witte was working with this planet, 
calling him by his Latin name Vulcan. Witte had placed him only 2° from 
where I had calculated him to be at the date of my birth. I was completely 
unaware of this when I wrote my article. 

As far as characteristics go Hephaestos fits the Sign TM? down to the 
last perfectionist piece of jewelry. I believe it has actually been his garden 
patch all along. 


RESERVED 


27 AMA = the American Medical Association: BMA = the British Medical As- 
sociation. 
28 See Considerations Vol. VIII No. 3, July-September 1993. 
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Japan—the Nation of the Rising Moon 
HIDEAKI SHUSEH KOKUBU a.H.P 


APAN HAS a long history, going back at least 2,000 years, con- 
sequently the moment of its founding is unknown. Some inception 

( charts are considered as substitutes for the foundation of Japan, 

the most recent one is erected for the moment that the present 
Constitution was passed by the Diet on October 7th, 1946, Ho-Seiju pre- 
sumes the moment to be 2:53 p.m. after interviewing several Members of 
Parliament at that time and some astrological rectification.’ This chart 
(illustrated on the next page) brings out the post-war Japan in full relief 
and most astrologers in this country regard it as our national chart. 

After the last war, Japan became Americanized in so many ways. The 
US occupied Japan for several years after the war and they brought 
American culture into our lives. The cause of Japan’s Americanization 
also hides our national chart, and it becomes clearer when this chart is 
compared with the US one with 8° II rising, which I prefer. 


Japan US. 
me 21°46 TT J 21°46’ TT 
@ 3°39" @ Q 2°21 & 
% 7°08" QQ Q 735° Q 
(0) 13°22? x 4 14950 x 
ASC 19°54? see D = 18°14 ww 


—I 


This is just a rumor and I am half in doubt, but some say the moment 
of passing the present Constitution of Japan was astrologically selected by 
the US in order to inhibit Japan from war. They insist the coincidence of 
the planctary positions in the two charts is the evidence, for no election is 
effective unless the planets in the electional chart have a connection with 
those in the radix. In fact, the main aim of the US occupation was to make 
Japan a peaceful, democratic nation like the US—a &-like consideration. 
From the viewpoint of electional astrology, the Ist house is not a good 


" Ho-Seiju. Shakai Senseigaku. Nihon Senseigaku Academy. 1985 
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Japanese Constitution 
2:53 p.m. JST, October 7, 1946 
Tokyo: 35N42, 139E46 


position for the ), however, the natural significator of people is then in the 
house of the people, and the )’s placement in * seems to fit the chart 
elector’s purpose. If it was really elected, the Constitution must have been 
passed a few minutes earlier than 2:53 p.m., so that the Ascendant and the 
® of Japan become closer to the ) and 2 of the US. 

The ruler of the IInd, & is strong both essentially and accidentally—in 
its own sign, ¢ 4, etc—I think this made possible the Japanese econ- 
omy’s high growth rate after the war. And people gradually became better 
off than before—represented by the ) and ¥ being at each other’s antis- 
cion. Esther Gould points out that 4, ¢ o, is in the VIIIth of foreign 
money. If this was an electional chart, what was being aimed at by this? 
Any expectations would apparently have been disappointed. The coinci- 
dence of the planetary positions might merely show that the present Con- 
stitution, which includes the article renouncing war, was written under 
strong US influence. 

The Japanese, especially young women, have become bad mannered, 
perhaps because of the ) O 2. People say that women and stockings be- 
came tough and strong after the war, I think in o”’s sign signifies this. 
The US could not import silk from Japan after the two countries broke off 
diplomatic relations in the 1930°s, so they needed to invent nylon to make 
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parachutes, and they also made stockings from nylon and then exported 
these to Japan after the war—nylon is indeed tougher than silk. 

It is said that Japanese overwork themselves, however we are not 
aware of this. In my opinion, the Japanese are inefficient; nevertheless we 
are also perfectionists, consequently we must work at length to achieve 
our tasks—I think Japanese enterprises are efficient, but the individual 
workers are not. This seems to be symbolized by the ruler of the ascen- 
dant * being in detriment and in the VIth house. Some workers have died 
through overwork, which has recently become a social problem. The © in 
the VIIIth in mutual reception with 4 by exaltation and sign scems to sig- 
nify this. 

Astrologers in Europe and America usually regard Japan as =. I sup- 
pose the reason might be that the Japanese are calm and seldom betray 
feeling. Not only the West but also other Asians, such as Chinese and Ko- 
rean, see the Japanese as cool and quiet. In Japan it is rude to express 
one’s emotions in public, those who do so are assumed to be uneducated. 
The language and manners of the Japanese are highly courteous because 
of the population density. More than 130-million people are now living on 
these tiny islands, which are only the size of the State of California. If we 
are not cool and quiet, or if we assert ourselves, quarrels and fights would 
be constant. So the Japanese, of necessity, must be considerate of the 
thoughts and feelings of others, and never assert themselves strongly. 
Nowadays this negative attitude has gradually become interdependence 
between members of the group, that is, being a member of society and 
living under strict social rules bestows a peaceful life; self-assertion will 
not pay. So I regard Japan as H, the sign in which the ruler of ~ is ex- 
alted, because of the people’s sensitivity to the feelings of others, their 
withdrawal attitude and reticence—H is a mute sign. 

Originally though I believe Japan was under the rulership of &% or Tl. 
So many battles and fights are described in Japanese myths. Traditionally 
too, the Japanese tend to suppress their anger until it 
reaches above a certain point, when it will explode. 
Once this happens and the anger is expressed, these 
people are not afraid of dying—remember the Kami- 
kaze Japanese pilots who took off with only sufficient 
fuel to reach their target and crashed their bomb-laden 
planes and themselves down onto the battleships of the 
US Navy. Now this same courage is being displayed 
on the economic scene. It seems that the rumor is true 
that Japan’s Constitution was astrologically elected to 
ensure Japan would not again go to war; however, it has 
caused economic warfare. 
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KEN GILLMAN 


// HERE WAS no space in the last issue to comment on the 
Cheng-yi Huang’s What Happened When contest, so I'll do so 
here. The contest involved a woman born in Kansas City, Mis- 
souri at 2:11 a.m. CDT on June Ist, 1966. Readers were asked 

to say what happened to her on each of five dates. 

We should be able to predict the general nature of dated events such as 
these, but it’s not at as simple as the authors of textbooks writing always 
in hindsight would have us believe. This was not a simple contest. Those 
who did attempt it, even if they failed to arrive at the correct answers, will 
have gained enormously by making the attempt. 

T’ll outline my own approach to deciding what occurred to this woman 
on each of the five dates. 

As an initial step, I listed the secondaries exact around each date: 


Event Secondary Exact date Possible brief 
date aspect of aspect interpretation 
April 12, 1989 | goeP ar! May/June 1989 | Physical effort 
October 20,1990} gen August 1990 | Excitement, compulsion 
Asp& Qn October 1991 | Being loved, creating a 
favorable impression 
February 9, 1995} OQ, fn January 1995 | Humiliation, defeat 
KpoPp September 1995 | Enforcement, accidents 
December 4, 1995 | Mr eQn December 1995 | Joint endeavors 
January 1, 1996 Spe Men February 1996 | Family trauma 


This listing of exact secondaries doesn’t say what happened on each 
of the five days, but it does tell us something about the general atmosphere 
of the native’s life at these times. The coming to exactness of natal 
X{ o B in September 1995, within 1’ of arc for several months before and 
after this time, must be associated with each of the last three events. 

Transits (both before and after birth) of the slower planets about the 
natal and progressed charts should also be considered around these dates. 
They further add to our understanding of the opportunities and pressures 
the native will have been experiencing during the periods leading up to and 


' Meaning of subscripts used in this table and elsewhere in this article: 
n= natal, p = progressed secondary , r = regressed secondary , dt = direct 
transit, ct = converse transit 
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perhaps coming to a head on the stated dates. These will be considered 
here in the discussion of each of the event-dates. 


Figure I: Birth Chart 
2:11 a.m. CDT, June 1", 1966 
Kansas City, Missouri: 39N06, 94W35 
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We were informed that the last four events occurred after the native had re- 
located to 47N44, 123W44. At this location the natal angles are MC: 25°40’ Tl, 
ASC : 26°32’ @, Vertex: 1°27’ Tl. 

The usual approach, the one used by most of those who did attempt 
this particular contest, is to set up one or more cyclic charts, usually the 
Solar return augmented by Lunar returns. That is also my own standard 
procedure, but because it’s an area I had been investigating recently, I 
chose instead to work with Diurnals. 

I first learnt to do diurnals by simply erecting a chart each day for the 
clock time of birth, at the birth location. I still find this works best. I’ve 
investigated erecting diurnals for the place of residence and find these are 
also useful although overall less meaningful. I’ve also been informed, by 
colleagues with a better understanding of the astronomical ramifications 
of the horoscope than I have, that my birth clock-time approach doesn’t 
make too much technical sense; that instead the chart should be erected for 
when the transiting © repeats its natal elongation to the rising degree, or 
when the transiting © occupies the same relative House position, or when 
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the transiting © has the same altitude as it did at birth, or when... I have 
investigated many of these alternatives but continue to follow my tried and 
true, simple method. 

I do, however, erect two diurnal charts for each day. One uses the 
standard transits and the other is based on converse transits. Again, this 
is done because I find it the best way to go. Everyone experiences the 
same standard transits (those that occur after birth) on any particular day, 
so for these diurnals I am really only interested in planets close to the an- 
gles. Converse transits are another matter altogether. They are relatively 
unique: only people born on the same day in the same year will share the 
same converse transits. As a result, although I continue to pay primary 
attention to angular bodies, I also watch for other activity in this type of 
chart, especially ) aspects. 

But first let’s briefly examine the natal chart at Figure 1. If there’s 
any truth in the age-old aphorism that nothing happens to an individual 
that’s not shown in the birth chart, it doesn’t hurt to form a general im- 
pression of this woman. 

With a © II she is probably a bright, intelligent person, though casily 
confused and inclined to scatter herself in too many directions at once 
(20K). ) M suggests some depth to her feelings, a sensitivity that is per- 
haps unusual in most born with O I. Even though she has Oo 0, 
there’s otherwise a lack of Fire in the chart; this leads me to suspect that 
she is not a passionate or inspirational woman, not very spontancous, de- 
liberate rather than impulsive, someone who looks for others to make 
things happen in her life. With the ) close to ¥ and X rising, there is also 
a suggestion of emotional vulnerability and )K ¢ B at the Descendant and 
the ) ruling the V" from the VIII" are further indications that she can be 
swept off her feet by romance and be easily exploited by others. The com- 
bination of % rising in X and ) ¢ ¥ also suggests some inhibition, perhaps 
an enjoyment of solitude, that comes from being overly sensitive and mis- 
understood. 
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Figure 2A: Diurnal chart for April 12", 1989 
2:11 a.m. CDT, Kansas City, Missouri 


Figure 2B: Converse diurnal chart for April 12th, 1989 
(July 21‘, 1943) 
2:11 a.m. CDT, Kansas City, Missouri 
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Event 1: April 12", 1989 Secondaries to 4/12/1989 


There’s a great emphasis here on the Progressed |_Regressed 
) in the two diurnals and the progres- |O| 2°12’ G | 18°20° & 
sions. In the direct diurnal at Figure 2A, |) | 13°42’ TM | 14°21" # 
she is opposite both the Ascendant and |? | 26°46? G | 29°40’ T 
the 4o¥. When angular in a diurnal |? | 27°16 5 4°47 
chart or return, the transiting ) indicates dF | 18°24" I 15°56 s) 
the native is physically vulnerable. Here, : 10°30’ © 0°44" & 

K 

¥ 

PR 

Q 


opposing both » and ¥, this vulnerability 29°25" K aad K 
will be accompanied by apprehension. peas M38 oe The 
by By , 19°46" Mx] 20°52’ Ma 

Transit B is conjunct natal ). A pow- cane eax 

ional change is occurring in ie » va Gi cl 
* fe] ’ ° ? 
Progressed MC (see table) at 14°58” Hs iia . . . 
®@ is sextile natal ) from the natal XI" ye} 11°32? = | 7°59 1 
cusp, and the regressed ) is conjunct that |@ | 15°08 x. | 15°53’ II 
progressed MC. The transiting ) in Chart 
2A opposes these, both the regressed ) and the progressed MC 

Progressed % squares the progressed Ascendant. In the converse diur- 
nal there is an interesting exchange involving 2 and 4: converse transit 2 
in the diurnal V" is exactly sextile progressed 4 (0° orb) while converse 
transit 4 is closely square progressed 9. This 2-4 exchange is being fur- 
ther emphasized by the ) in close contra-parallel to 2 in the converse di- 
urnal. It suggests this is a positive event, despite ) o° ¥ in Figure 2A. 

This period is overshadowed by regressed o” A regressed and natal PB, 
which I briefly interpreted as ‘physical effort’. Regressed co” is also 
closely trine progressed )K. Combine this with the ) ruling the native’s 
natal V", then the emphasis in both the diurnals and the secondaries on the 
) strongly suggests she became a mother on this date. The ¥ aspects con- 
firm this interpretation—appearance of a child. 

Whenever I see the ) strongly emphasized in diurnal or cyclic chart I 
expect there to be a change of residence or (when appropriate) the birth of 
a child. Here, with transit o* O the natal Ascendant, the many aspects in 
the two diurnals involving 4, and regressed o” A P, I decided all the nec- 
essary astrological elements were present for this woman to become a 
mother on this day. 

The native is reported as saying that “April 12th 1989 was the birth of 
my son who is definitely a strong Mars.” 

In both diurnals the ) is opposing transiting ¥, recalling the natal 
) ¢ ¥. This may relate to the circumstances surrounding the birth. 
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Figure 3A: Diurnal chart for October 20", 1990 
2:11 a.m. CDT, Kansas City, Missouri 
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Figure 3B: Converse diurnal chart for October 20", 1990 
(January 11", 1942) 
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Event 2: October 20", 1990 Secondaries to 10/20/1990 
In the direct diurnal the ) is at the IC Progressed Resretsed 
on the position of the natal }. In the ©) 3 abit G | 16°52" 6 
‘ hin | Beds ») 5°21? = | 24°59’ 4 
converse diurnal the ) is rising, part of a eran 
9 | 28°41° S | 27°03’ T 
Grand Cross. Based on these two fea- 7 coer. 
: . Q | 29°03? & 3°00 
tures alone, I would consider the birth of aces 
as child or change of home. But let’s cial etd 14°49 & 
tig st Rai y¥} 10°51 | 0°20 & 
: F j 4 | 29°28’ HK | 26°26’ 
The progressed Ascendant is coming Soon abhians 
t se natal 2, and regressed \ is od Mesa Nec OE face 
SEES Roe TSE y | 19°44" Thal 20°55? Tha 
separating from its sextile to natal 2, e | 1°01? W | 15°54? Wa 
very positive features. Converse-transit a | 2392078 | 259557 
Q is on the native’s natal Descendant, |. | 16°25’ % | 29°38’ TI 
and progressed ) is coming to square |a,| 29°93? T 9°53? ww 
natal 4. Any event on this day should be |\y | 12°38° = 6°54" 
a happy one. ® | 27921 6 1°46’ & 


However, transit P is opposing the 
regressed © (0’ orb), which aspect can relate to a change of direction in 
life, one leading to some loneliness (the pair were square at her birth). In 
the converse-diurnal ?  B is on the MC/IC meridian where it is squared 
by the ) in the Ist and o at the Descendant. In the same converse diurnal, 
the © is conjunct the natal { « B and close to the natal Descendant. 

I didn’t sce indications here for the birth of another child. There are, 
however, several that suggest moving house. B® ©, for exam- 
ple, indicates a drastic change in circumstances, perhaps the loneliness 
that can go with it was due to the loss of friends from a move. 

The above was very much my reasoning when | examined these charts. 
I then went and found out what did occur. Cheng-yi Huang’s note told me 
she was married on October 20", 1990. I was wrong. I had obviously 
failed to place sufficient weight on the aspects involving 2 and the . Pro- 
gressed Ascendant opposite natal 2, regressed 4 * natal 2, and converse 
transiting $2 at the Descendant all confirmed marriage as an appropriate 
event. I had obviously been misled by the )’s placement in the two diur- 
nals. Imagine my puzzlement when, having reported this day’s event as a 
marriage in the last issue of Considerations, | was informed that I had 
been given a wrong date for the marriage. The native in fact married on 
October 10", 1990 in Kansas City and ten days later, on October 20", she 
moved with her new husband to her present home on the Pacific coast. 
The diurnals were right after all. 
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Figure 4A: Diurnal chart for February 9", 1995 
2:11 a.m. CDT, Kansas City, Missouri 


Figure 4B: Converse diurnal chart for February 9th, 1995 
(September 22nd, 1937) 
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Event 3: February 9, 1995 Secondaries to 2/9/1995 
The progressed ){ o B is now, from an Pri ogressed Regressed 
astrological perspective, overshadowing |O] 7453'S | 12°41 & 
everything in this woman’s life. It isn’t > | 4°02’ # | 25°54" = 
exact for another seven months, until |* | 3°27’ | 20°03" T 
September (assuming one ever gets the |% | 4°08’ It | 28°15’ K 
timing of these slow conjunctions right), |* | 22°24 I | 11°40" & 
but it must be dominating all else in her |¥ | 11°49" & | 29°37 
life now. Any and all other aspects will |” | 29°34’ KH | 26°01" K 
be subservient to this. M | 16°0S’ TH | 15°39? Te 
There are some very significant as- |* | 19°40" Ml} 21°02" Ta 
pects at work against this powerful |& 10S W | 15°57? Wa 
background: the regressed 2 is opposing : ayy 5 salen s) 
natal 4, which can make one feel dis- is See get q 
tinctly unloved and unlovable; transit % 15°45 3°52" T 
is square the natal ©, an aspect that of- @|__9°247 # | 21°10" 9 


ten results in frustration and a loss of 
self-confidence; and )K is on the relocated 
Ascendant, a transit which by itself will unsettle this woman. She’ll want 
to get away from whatever is happening in her every- day life. An im- 
mense amount of pressure has been building for some time. The diurnals 
will tell us if this is when everything comes to the boil. 

There’s a mutable T-square in the sky at the daily anniversary of her 
time of birth, the ) is °& 4 anda. Of course, because it is a direct tran- 
sit, this T-square will affect everyone, but here the native’s natal © is 
very much involved. 

Converse ) is in the X", moving into a Grand Trine with o in the V" 
and @ in the II"?. While trines are helpful and positive, Grand Trines cre- 
ate a closed circuit that can cause problems. ), o& & 2 in combination 
usually indicate acting without thought, overpowered by strong feelings. 

B exactly rises in the converse diurnal. Yes, he will be exactly rising 
one day every year, but he did so ar a time the native is experiencing 
Xo B by progression—she was under a particularly threatening sky. She 
is likely to view the Plutonian way as the answer to her many problems 
now. Given the difficult secondaries she is experiencing, it is not so very 
surprising that she attempted to commit suicide on this day. 

I didn’t correctly define the nature of the event, I thought she had sepa- 
rated from her husband, yet all of the signs for what actually happened are 
clearly present. 
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Figure 5A: Diurnal chart for December 4", 1989 
2:11 a.m. CDT, Kansas City, Missouri 
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Figure SB: Converse diurnal chart for December 4", 1995 
(November 28" 1936) 
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¢ th 
Event ds Desemhers » 1205. Secondaries to 12/4/1995 


Progressed (oP was exact three Progressed | Regressed 
months earlier. It continues to be very |q| g°327@ | 11°54’ & 
much the key to everything happening in |y | 14°43" 7 | 14°99? x 
her life at this time. g 4°15°Q 18°48 T 

Regressed MC opposes the natal 22. 2] 5°06 27°21" H 

Transit * is at the natal Ascendant. ao | 22°58 I 11°04’ & 

Both secondary )’s are semi-sextile }4 | 12°00’ @ | 29°27’ Il 
the natal ). % | 29°35’ | 25°56" K 

¥ rises in the converse diurnal. MC} 16°06? T | 15°40° Tk 

The event day relates to November |* | 19°39’ Mx} 21°03” Tha 
28th, 1936, which was the day of a Full |P | 16°06’ 15°57? M4 
Moon—because of the nature of converse |S | 23°04’ 26°12’ 


moon must be associated with the previ- [*s] 6°53" 3°22” 


ous day in 1995, December 3™— with |‘ | 16°20° 3°18" 
® 0°42? 57 1°07’ 


T 
lo) fe) 

transits the exact moment of the full |Mc| 21°18° @ | 24°40? Th 
fo) pod 

oe a 

NM 


converse transiting opposing natal XK. 
In the same converse diurnal ¥ has just 
cleared the castern horizon and o is coming to rise at 8° = O the pro- 
gressed ©. This is a difficult combination. Cyril Fagan suggested that 
transit % o or & natal KX, with transit o involved, brought the danger of 
earthquakes, collisions, railroad smashes, etc. I understand Fagan in- 
tended that transit o should aspect either transit 4 or natal \K, but I de- 
cided the rising od’ 0 the secondary © meant o* was very involved in what- 
ever occurred on this day. Converse transit ) ¢ natal o confirmed this. I 
therefore read this converse diurnal as fitting Fagan’s criteria. 

On this day our subject tells us “There was a car accident in which we 
rolled down a twenty-foot embankment but were not injured. This was 
duc to black ice.” 

I take the lucky escape to have been due to ¥ in the converse diurnal, 
he is o Qin # in the IV", which he rules, and from this position closely 
aspects his own regressed place. It may also have been due to transit 
not actually aspecting either transit > or natal  —though his antiscion at 
21°53’ docs oppose the rising degree in the converse diurnal. 
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Figure 6A: Diurnal chart for January 1‘, 1996 
2:11 a.m. CDT, Kansas City, Missouri 
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Figure 6B: Converse diurnal chart for January 1* 1996 
(October 30" 1936) 
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Event 5: January 1“, 1996 


Progressed o opposing the natal MC, Secondaries to 1/1/1996 
suggests a family trauma of some sort or 
another. 

In the converse transits this is again 
the day of a Full Moon, this event may 
in some way be a follow-up to the previ- 
ous one. A month earlier, at the time of 
the previous event, converse transit % 
was & )K Now % has moved to 16°08" H 
from where he exactly opposes the pro- 
gressed )K o B at 16°08’ Tf. This argues 
that the nature of this event is likely to be 
even more significant than the tumbling 
of a car over a 20’ embankment, from 
which our subject escaped without in- 
jury. 

Note the position of the progressed ). 
She is squaring i ¢ B. 

Direct-transit remains close to the 
natal Ascendant, as he was at the previous event. The usual interpretation 
for % crossing a person’s Ascendant is that the native may be forced to 
stand alone after experiencing some loss. Presumably the earlier event 
caused the native to lose her car at least temporarily, in some way inter- 
rupt her traveling. 

Converse transit PB is stationary, and aspecting natal 4. This warns of 
a shock that is unlikely ever to be forgotten, perhaps the loss of someone 
or something precious to the native. 

The converse transiting o& ¢ ¥ opposes », and squares both the secon- 
dary ) and secondary K ¢ P. It is close to the natal Ascendant. 

Natal 4 at 5°28” & is being closely aspected by both secondary As- 
cendants. Converse transit 4 at 23°08° X is plumb-dab on the natal MC 
at 23°06’ %. As 4 was in the IV" at her birth (and is so again in the con- 
verse diurnal) I expected the event to be connected with her family, yet it 
does not appear to signify the involvement of a parent. I stayed with the 
original indication of progressed o o° the natal MC and interpreted the 
event simply as “a family trauma.” 

On this day she received “news of my brother’s suicide, he was nine 
months younger so we were probably going through some similar transits, 
but his attempt was successful.” 


Progressed |_Regressed 
8°38° & | 11°51’ B 
15°45’ % | 13°02’ = 
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Gillman: What Happened When? 


The Midheaven degree in the converse-diurnal is that of the natal Q, 
while there is the close ) ¢ K in the IX" opposing the © in the III—ruler 
of the Ascendant in the III’ ¢ ) KX. The ) is approaching its opposition to 
the ©, the Full Moon is about to occur, and she is separating from o K 
(remember, this is a converse transit), This is a translation of light (to use 
a Horary term) that advances the © # \K aspect. With the © in the III 
House of brothers and sisters, the opposition clearly points to the nature 
of this day’s event—a catastrophe involving a sibling: sudden separation 
Ck) of a brother (O in III"). 

Again, secondaries and transits (both direct and converse) in combina- 
tion provide all the needed infor- 
mation, 

When we know the nature of an 
event it becomes relatively simple 
to explain it in astrological terms. 
Those who use the various cyclic 
charts can no doubt provide similar 
explanations to those given here. I 
have gone through these five 
events, attempting to set down how 
I tackled each one, simply to clarify 
the value of the diurnal horoscope 
and converse transits in identifying 
the astrological factors involved in events of very different natures. Sec- 
ondary aspects that become partile close to the event, whether progressed 
or regressed, are very useful. Indeed, had we simply taken the listing of 
the exact secondaries around these five dates, with the brief interpretations 
given on the first page of this article, the general nature of each of these 
five dates would have been identified. I believe transits should always be 
related back to the natal chart and to the secondary positions at the time, 
interpreting diurnals without relating them to these overlying factors can 
produce wrong predictions. 

There’ll be further competitions of this type in future issues of Consid- 
erations. Readers with suitable examples are invited to send them for this 
use. 
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THE "VENUS EFFECT" IN THE 
JAPANESE NIKKEI STOCK MARKET INDEX 


RAY MERRIMAN 


/ HIS ARTICLE demonstrates how @ ingresses and certain 2 
aspects! work in timing the Japanese Nikkei stock market in- 
dex. As you read through this step-by-step description, keep 
in mind that only one of several possible geocosmic signa- 
tures is being used here. These signatures are alerting us—as 

traders—as to when a trade may be developing. They are providing a 
"leading indicator" as to a possible change in trend, short-term. In actual 
practice, geocosmics would represent but one of several market timing 
tools we might utilize. Others would include cycles, Gann techniques, or 
even Fibonacci bands, all applied to time. All of these would be consid- 
ered "leading indicators'"—they would alert us ahead of time as to when a 
possible shift in direction in various financial markets might be most 
likely. Furthermore, before putting on the trade (or exiting out of a trade), 
we would want to have confirming indicators present, such as a combina- 
tion of several technical studies, like moving averages, stochastics, rela- 
tive strength indicators, ete. 

However the purpose of this article is simply to demonstrate a single 
aspect of our work and the most misunderstood and/or difficult to learn 
aspect at that: geocosmics.? By themselves, geocosmics (or any single 
market-timing tool) will not be sufficient to make one successful in market 
trading. But used in combination with other trading tools, they have the 
potential to enhance one's performance remarkably. Therefore do not be 
surprised if this exercise does not ferret out every top or bottom in the 
Japanese Nikkei Index. If given a 3-day trading band, though, one will 
likely be very impressed with these (and other) results. 

Let's look at twenty months of data on the Japanese Nikkei Stock Mar- 
ket Index, and see if there is any interesting correlation between certain 2 
signatures and reversal dates. For this study, we will show three daily 
charts of the Nikkei Index (cash) from late November 1995, through mid- 
June, 1997, shown at Figures 1, 2 and 3. On the charts we will plot four 
important 2 signatures: 


' The ingresses and aspects are all geocentric—Editor 
? This article is taken from Mr, Merriman’s latest book, written for financial 
analysts who may not be astrologers—Editor. 
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Merriman: The Venus Effect 


. 2 ingresses 

. 2-K aspects (¢, *, 0, A, and 2°) 
. 2-o" aspects (same) 

. 2-% aspects (¢, Oand ©”, only) 


BwWN eR 


You can see this plot on the accompanying three graphs at Figures 1, 2 
and 3. The instances in which one (or more) of these signatures occurred 
is indicated by a circle above the price bar for that date. The first bar with 
a circle is that of November 17, 1995, just two trading days after the low- 
est price on this first chart. The circle is there because 2 formed a square 
to % on that day, and this is one of the signatures programmed in for this 
study. 

Figure 1: Japanese Nikkei Stock Market Index 
November 1995-June 1996 
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That rally ended just two trading days later. Prices then dropped two 
days into a little trading cycle low on November 24, just one day after 
? oo and one day before 2 ingressed into %, two more signatures pro- 


grammed into this study. 
The next instances of Q signatures did not come about until December, 


when ? was ¢ )K on the 20" and also ingressed into = two days later. This 


84 


Considerations XII: 4 


coincided with the major cycle low of just one day before the first aspect. 
From there prices continued climbing into the end of the year. 

In January, 1996, there was only one of our @ signatures. It is 2 in- 
gressing into H on January 14. One day later the market made a prominent 
crest before commencing a 5-day decline, it's sharpest decline yet since the 
beginning of this chart (approximately 750 points). 

From there prices rallied over 1,000 points back up to another crest on 
February 2, the exact date of 2 o 4. After a sharp 2-day decline, prices 
rallied once again to the high of the month on February 8-9, the exact 
dates on which ¢ ingressed into its next sign T, and was x )K. From that 
crest, prices dropped over 1,500 points until the end of the month. 

Prices found temporary support on the last day of February. They ral- 
lied modestly to form a trading cycle crest on March 5 as @ ingressed into 
8, the next sign. Three days later 2 squared JK. That square was also three 
days prior to the major trough that formed— the end of the decline from 
the crest of February. Keep in mind that the Level One signatures-—and 
Q-\K is a very important Level One signature—tend to unfold within three 
trading days of the most meaningful trend reversals in financial markets. 
This was a case of the aspect coinciding with a primary cycle low. 

Prices then rallied from the low 19,000's of early March until they 
paused around 21,750 area in early April. The pause coincided with the 
only two @ signatures of the month: April 3, 2 ingressed into II, and April 
7, 9 4K (again). This could not really be considered a reversal, for prices 
did not decline substantially, but the vertical up-move did stall. 

As @ then went retrograde May 20-July 2, its movement slowed down 
considerably and there were no further aspects in our grouping between 
April 7 and June 29, 1996. On June 29, just two trading days after the 
highest price shown on the second chart, ? o d*. This is yet another very 
powerful Level One signature, and coincided with a crest from which 
prices plummeted for two months, from 22,750 to 19,920. 

There was only one rally in the middle of this two-month decline: from 
a double bottom that formed on August 7 and 12 around 20,500. There 
were two prominent 2 dates here: On August 7, ° entered (ingressed into) 
&, and on August 14, 2 0». The 2 ingress was exactly on the date of the 
first low, and 2% occurred just two trading days afterwards. 


3 There are 13 Level One signatures as reported in The Gold Book: Geocosmic 
Correlations to Gold Price Cycles, written by the author and published in 1982 
by Seck-It Publications. These signatures were found to have the most consis- 
tent and powerful correlation to major reversals in the gold market. Two of 
these included 2-o" and 9-\K aspects. 2-* was a Level Two signature found in 
that study—Editor. 
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Figure 2: Japanese Nikkei Stock Market Index 
May — November 1995 
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The rally lasted only about one week, before the final plunge into the 
low of September 3. Here too we can see three of our specially chosen 2 
signatures in effect. On September 3 itself, the all-important 2 ¢ o” took 
place. On September 7, the other Level One Venus signature—? £ )K— 
unfolded, while on the same day  ingressed into its next sign, 2. Septem- 
ber 7, by the way, was a Saturday. 

From September 3 at 19,920, prices rallied to 21,590 on September 
30. Our next 2 ingress fell on October 3 as 2 moved into 7. That day 
prices attempted to re-test the high of September 30, but failed and closed 
weaker. The next day they "gapped down" (the entire day's trading range 
was below the previous day's low). 

The next series of our specially chosen ? signatures came about in late 
October. On October 29, 2 ingressed into its next sign, =, and on the 
same day it became A K. The next day 2 was also &° 4. Two trading days 
later, on November 1, the market ended its severe decline at 20,388, after 
having traded to 21,788 just as recently as October 18. 

From here prices rose back towards the 21,500 area in late November. 
This crest too was accompanied with two @ signatures just two days ear- 
lier: On November 22 and 24 (a Friday and Sunday), 2 ingressed into its 
next sign of Tl, and was also OK, respectively. Immediately thereafter, 


86 


Considerations XII: 4 


Figure 3: Japanese Nikkei Stock Market Index 
November 96 — June 97 
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one of the sharpest declines of the year commenced as prices fell to 
17,017 on January 13, 1997. 

During the month of December there were three of our 2 signatures in 
evidence. Each of them coincided close in time with a pause and slight 
reversal, but none were strong enough to overcome the intensity of the 
washout that persisted all month. On December 8 (Sunday) 2 was * o% 
(the weakest of our aspects). The day before (Friday) was the end of a 
three-day rally before the next leg down commenced. On December 17, 2 
ingressed into %, and two days later—December 19—it was * K (again, 
the sextile is the weakest of our aspects used in this study, and hence may 
explain why no powerful reversal was able to take hold). On December 
17, the market completed yet another mild rally, from which it reversed 
back into the direction of the primary trend—down. 

But on Monday, January 13, the decline came to an end. It is note- 
worthy that not one, not two, but three of our 2 signatures unfolded 
around that time. On January 10, 2 ingressed into 7, the next sign, and 
over the weekend, 2 0 o" and 2 & % became exact. The three-pronged ? 
confluence stopped the downtrend dead in its tracks, and the market 
started a multi-month advance. What is more noteworthy here is that the 
entire decline began at the last instance two of these signatures happened 
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together (November 22-24), and ended the next time that two or more un- 
folded simultaneously (January 10-12). 

The next time two of these 2 aspects came together was at the low of 
February 7, 1997 (a Friday). This was the day of 2 o K and 2 4 o. Five 
days earlier, February 2, 2 had ingressed into =», right between the two 
days in which the market topped out before dropping to this trough of 
February 7. Prices then rallied from the 17,792 low of February 7 to the 
high of the month at 19,229 on February 24. Two days later they tested 
this mark again (19,217) as ? ingressed into H, its next sign. 

The market then declined towards the 17,500 mark in mid-March. 
There were none of our 2 signatures present then, but the following rally 
ended on Monday, March 24. On the day before, 2 ingressed into its next 
sign, T, and the trading day before that we had 2 & do’. Another decline 
then followed into April 1. This was just 1-2 trading days following 2 v % 
and 2 x )K. 

The @ ingress took place on April 16 as it entered its ruling sign of 8. 
This was a full three trading days after a significant trough, and one of the 
few times in which an ingress did not coincide with a reversal of prices 
within just 1-2 days (or less). However, by the end of the month two of the 
other signatures unfolded: 2 GK on April 23 and 2 4 co on April 29. The 
market formed a temporary crest on April 24 and the end of its decline on 
April 29. 

The month of May saw further short-term reversals under the auspices 
of these same 2 signatures. On May 10 (Saturday) @ ingressed into II, 
while on the very next trading day (May 12) it ended a decline and started 
back up. That rally stalled out on May 20. On the Saturday before (May 
17), 24%. And finally on May 28, 200%. There was no significant 
change in trend this time, as a low formed a full four trading days earlier. 

However the end to that rally did coincide with our next signature. On 

June 4, the market topped out as ¢ entered G. The next signature that falls 
on this chart is 20% of June 19, which is happening as this is being 
written, so we cannot confirm a change in trend yet. The chart also shows 
occurrences of these signatures in the next couple of weeks. On July 4 we 
will have 2 o K and 2 * d", so that might be close in time to another 
change in trend for the Japanese Nikkei Stock Index. 
Conclusions: This exercise shows clearly how certain geocosmic signa- 
tures can be used to forecast a potential reversal zone in the Japanese 
stock market. The correlation of major cycle troughs or crests to the pres- 
ence of a geocosmic "cluster" containing at least one Level One signature 
seems to be at least 75% reliable (and this is a conservative estimate), 
when given an orb of three trading days (and usually less). 
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One of the most significant geocosmic correlations to Japanese stock 
prices appears to be major aspects between 2 to o’, \K, or 4. Another 
seems to be ingresses of 2, which appears to time at least short-term re- 
versals in stock prices consistently within only one trading day. When two 
or more of these signatures unfold within less than two trading days, the 
reversal potential scems to be particularly strong. We saw this in ten cases 
in our study, and in seven of those instances, very powerful and sustained 
reversals unfolded within three trading days or less. 

Further back testing is of course advised. I hope this article has pro- 
vided a greater appreciation for the value that an understanding—and ap- 
plication—of geocosmic studies can provide for your successful trading in 
financial markets. 


@ aspects & ingresses 10/95-7/97 


g 9 2 
Date aspect or Date aspect ] Date aspect 
ingress or or 
ingress ingress 
1995 : 1996 i 1997 . 
Oct 31 * K Aug 7 S Jan 12 od 
Nov 3 x” Aug 14 o% Feb 2 os 
Nov 17 Oo Sep 3 Paeg Feb 6 * + 
Nov 22 od Sep 7 fM Feb 7 o K 
Novy 27 B Sep 7 Q Feb 26 H 
Dec 12 «4 Sep 11 ay Mar 23 T 
Dec 20 o K Oct 3 TW Mar 29 * 
Dec 21 we Oct 29 we Mar 31 ot 
1996 ‘ Oct 29 Ax Apr 16 ref 
Jan 14 K Oct 30 eh Apr 23 ox 
Feb 2 ot Nov 22 T Apr 29 Ad 
Feb 8 * Nov 24 ok May 10 I 
Feb 10 * i Dec 9 Pare d May 17 AM 
Mar 5 fo} Dec 17 As May 24 *% 
Mar 8 ox Dec 17 x May 28 od 
Apr 2 xm Dec 19 * June 3 gS 
Apr 3 an 1997 . June 19 o% 
Apr 7 AM Jan 10 B June 28 Q 
Jun 29 oo Jan 11 o% July 4 PK ed 
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Asteroid 3753 

There is a fourth member of the 
earth-©-) group. In contrast to 
the ), which orbits our planet, this 
body, an asteroid called 3753, 
moves about the ©. The asteroid 
is at least forty times farther from 
Earth than the ). Nonetheless, the 
five-kilometer-wide body is locked 
in a peculiar gravitational dance 
with Earth and the ©, causing the 
asteroid to have the same orbital 
period as Earth. 

When the rock creeps ahead of 
Earth, our planet nudges it into an 
orbit farther away from the ©, 
where it slows down. When the 
rock lags behind, Earth pulls it into 
closer orbit, where it speeds up. 
Viewed from Earth, the asteroid 
appears to move in a horseshoe 
path, the only asteroid known to do 
so. 

—Nature, June 12, 1997 


Axel Harvey writes: 

Lois Rodden informs us (in the 
August-October 1997 Considera- 
tions) that we now have authentic 
data on Houdini’s birth, a fact for 
which I am grateful. But after 
giving the birthdate of 24 March 
1874, she goes on to “convert” this 
date to the Gregorian calendar, 
arriving at 5 April 1874. Surely 
Harry Houdini was born on 24 
March 1874, New Style, and no 
conversion is needed. 

Austria, Hungary, Bohemia, 
Slovakia, and a large part of Po- 
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land—essentially the whole Aus- 
trian Empire —switched to the 
Gregorian calendar between 1582 
and 1587. This should come as no 
surprise since these lands, being 
the backbone of Catholic Europe, 
would hardly have held on to the 
Julian calendar into the 19" cen- 
tury. 

Two further remarks: 

First: The habit of astrological 
data collectors to convert all dates 
systematically to New Style is con- 
fusing in the extreme. It also shows 
how far removed we astrologers 
are from normal civilized dis- 
course. Old Style should always be 
tagged with an appropriate marker 
such as “O.S.” or “Julian”, but 
why convert? To do so only in- 
creases the chance of errors creep- 
ing into the arduous task of data 
collecting. History books and arti- 
cles usually follow whatever sys- 
tem of dating was in force at the 
time and place they are dealing 
with, so knee-jerk conversion to 
New Style makes it difficult to 
check and compare. I have rejected 
many items from my personal data 
bank because I had to ask myself, 
“Hmm, this mediaeval king’s 
birthday has been changed to Gre- 
gorian—was it done properly? And 
will I change it back to Old Style 
correctly in order to consult his- 
torical sources? It should be 
enough to state clearly which cal- 
endar is being assumed: calculation 
is certainly no problem, since any 


decent software will accept Julian 
or Gregorian input as required. 
Second: Data collectors have 
done a great service to the commu- 
nity by making us aware of the 
need for accurate clock times. But 
there are other requirements be- 
sides an obsession with clock time. 
There must also be a minimal 
knowledge of historical, cultural 
and geographic facts (for instance, 
the very basic fact that Catholic 
countries adopted the Gregorian 
calendar earlier than Orthodox or 
Protestant ones, and that Jews, 
having a fine calendar of their own, 
simply use whatever date is current 
among the surrounding goyim 
when they fill out official forms). 
—Morntreal, Canada 


Fritz Guldner writes: 

Thanks a lot for kindly provid- 
ing a forum for my objections to 
Jack Nicholls' graphic procedure to 
determine the true Life Span 
Revolution rate. | am most grateful 
to Jack for his response but [ still 
disagree. I have tested the matter 
again, this time on King George's 
data provided by Jack in his article 
in Considerations, Vol. VIII, No. 
1. I chose minimum and maximum 
rates on the graph such that the 
true rate is close to the maximum 
rate, i.c. close to the right margin 
of the graph (minimum rate 3.4, 
max. rate 5.4, true rate for King 
George 5.097). Using only Jack's 
appropriate planets for the nine 
given events, and of course using 
direct and converse ASC and MC, 
I get a mean of 4.386 (= 82 
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years!), which is just at the middle 
of the graph. This value is signifi- 
cantly different from Jack's mean 
of 5.04 and the true rate. The lower 
value is due to a greater number of 
intercepts of ASC and MC with 
appropriate planets at lower rates. 
My point can be easily checked by 
using Jack's longitudes for ASC 
and MC at various rates (4, 4.5 
and 6). It is most important to 
clarify this problem. The point is 
that for living persons, whose true 
rate is unknown, graphs may often 
be constructed where the true rate 
is more or less far away from the 
middle. For instance, a 45-year-old 
person comes for consultation; the 
astrologer constructs a graph with 
a max. rate of 8 (= 45 years) and a 
min. rate of 4 (= 90 years). If this 
person dies at the age of 50, the 
true rate (7.2) would be close to 8, 
but the astrologer would have cal- 
culated a rate of about 6 (i.e. mid- 
dle of the graph), predicting death 
at the age of 60! The opposite hap- 
pens when the true rate lies close to 
the minimum rate on the graph. 

I think that "appropriate" plan- 
ets for LSRev need to be more 
clearly defined. I accept most of 
those used so far in articles by 
Ross Harvey and Jack Nicholls, 
but why is \ appropriate for the 
marriage of JF Kennedy with 
Jacky, and why is ¥ appropriate for 
"John" buying a house (unless it 
was flooded at the time, or maybe 
just heavenly? See Life Span 
Revolution by Ross Harvey, 1995, 
or Vol. VIII, No.1). Ross says that 
¥ is in the 4th House in John's 
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chart. Then, "appropriate" planets 
can be also "inappropriate" ones, 
as long as they are in the appropri- 
ate House! And, if we accept this, 
the Lords of the Houses should be 
considered too. It would be great if 
Ross could publish further articles, 
elaborating on more cases and dis- 
cussing his appropriate planets! 
Lastly, I would like to encour- 
age further quizzes in Considera- 
tions, asking to find out events that 
happened on given dates. However, 
one event per issue would be quite 
enough, as time is limited. I would 
love to crack my teeth on such a 
quiz. Good astrology must be able 
to pre- or postdict events correctly 
most of the time! With my best 
regards and congratulations for 
continuously interesting issues of 
Considerations. 
—Durban, South Africa 


Jack Nicholls responds: 
Fritz, your problem is due to 
the non-linearity of the ASC &/or 


the MC lines. Picture the interval 
you are using as a portion AB of 
one of these lines which because of 
non-linearity will follow the cir- 
cumference of a circle. If the line in 
question had been linear then AB 
would be the chord of the segment 
of that circle. The distance be- 
tween the mid-point of the chord 
and that of the curve of this seg- 
ment is called the sagitta, The 
sagitta represents the amount of 
non-linearity, and is related to the 
chord AB quadratically. Thus if 
you halve the interval you are 
working with, the non-linearity will 
decrease to one quarter. This 
should enable you to obtain a true 
estimate of the rate. No doubt you 
will work out a modus operandi to 
minimize the work, by using short 
intervals only when you are close 
to what you consider to be the es- 
timate of the rate. 

—Melbourne, Australia 


ANSWERS TO IN OUR VIEW CROSSWORD 


B 


D 
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The UPS Strike 


The International Brotherhood of Teamsters called a work stoppage 
against United Parcel Service of America (UPS) at 00:01 a.m. EDT on 
August 4", 1997. Readers should erect a chart for this time set for 
Washington D.C. (38N54, 77W02), the site of the negotiations. 

The striking workers are shown by the VI" house, containing o in =. 
The 6" house ruler is ? in the V", exalted in its own sign Mf. ¥ has no af- 
flicting aspects and is moving to ¢ 2. However, a group of bodies in the 
Vv", the workers’ XII"", warned of possible self-undoing—was the union 
biting off more than it could chew? 

The UPS is shown by the X" house, containing ¥ and XX, both retro- 
grade, and its ruler 4 4 in T is in the XII" house. » is opposed by o* from 
the 6"; the workers intended to fight. 4 on the XI" cusp represents the 
UPS resources; they are an extremely profitable company. 

The antiscion of % is 20°54’ T conjunct » at 20°21’ T. Even though 
is retrograde and ¥ direct, ¥’s antiscion is moving to overtake a sluggish 
+, The unions put pressure on the company throughout the negotiations 
and did so by persuading the public that their cause was justified. The ) is 
leaving her trine to }—with the ) representing the public who lost their 
overnight parcel delivery service for the duration of the strike. The as- 
pect’s separation shows the public moving away from UPS: their sympa- 
thy and support were for the striking workers. 

The strike ended after two weeks, on Monday August 18". ¥ turned 
retrograde on August 17", the day the work stoppage was cancelled and 
an agreement reached—the strike had to end whether an agreement was 
reached or not, the union were no longer able to sustain it. 3’s inability to 
proceed any further fortunately coincided with the ) moving into » the 
same day; public pressure stimulated the UPS (X") to agree to the union’s 
proposals. @, the co-ruler of the union left T? on the 18" and moved into = 
in the VI" of the workers. 

Nearly eighty hours of high-pressure negotiations gave the union al- 
most everything it had struck over: conversion of 10,000 part-time jobs 
into full-time ones and higher starting wages. They also retained their pen- 
sion plan (the UPS’ desire to get their hands on the pension fund is shown 
by the emphasis on the chart’s V" house, the VIII" of other people’s 
money from the UPS X"). 
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Who ? 


Ken Gillman is editor of Considerations 


Nicole Girard is an experienced astrologer who lives in Normandy, 
France. When not investigating such as the Black Moon, she teaches sci- 
ence, 


Hideaki Shuseh Kokubu is a trucborn Tokyoite. He is currently a tutor of 
the Qualifying Horary Diploma course, which he studied under Olivia 
Barclay. Hideaki spends his vacations mountaineering and backpacking, 
and enjoys stargazing in the mountains. 

E-mail: JAEO1625@niftyserve.or.jp. Website: http://www4.est.co.jp/~kokubu/qhde/ 


Raymond A. Merriman is the current President of ISAR, the Interna- 
tional Society for Astrological research. He is internationally known as 
both a financial market analyst and a professional astrologer. His many 
publications include The Gold Book and his advisory market letter the 
MMA Cycles Report. Ray lives in Farmington Hills, Michigan. 


Paul F. Newman lives and teaches in Dorset, England, where he hosts 
several local study groups weekly. Paul has written for astrological maga- 
zines in both North America and Europe, is a Section Editor for the As- 
trological Journal and a regular cartoonist for The Mountain Astrologer. 


T. Stan Riddle is a professional consulting astrologer, a well-known lec- 
turer, author of several books on astrology and metaphysics, and the pub- 
lisher of a local newsletter. Stan lives in Cleveland, Ohio. 


Rosalind Sugerman has been an astrologer for 18 years. Her special field 
of interest is the natal charts of babies and young children. She writes 
songs for a group of aspiring rock superstars, who think “That’s OK, Def 
Leopard’s mother writes all their songs.” Rosalind lives in Rivett near 
Canberra, Australia. 


Anne Whitaker grew up on the Isle of Lewis off Scotland. She has been a 
teacher/trainer for 27 years, a counselor for 20 years, an astrology student, 
practitioner and teacher for 15 years, and a writer intermittently all her 
life. Anne has been based in Glasgow since 1977. 


Prier Wintle is a consulting astrologer with many years’ experience, 
whose writings frequently appear in the leading astrological journals. Prier 
has worked in England, New Zealand and South Africa. He is currently 
living in Cape Town. 


CONSIDERATIONS back issues 


Some of the brightest people in astrology have written in Considerations. Our back 
issues are a permanent source of ideas to reread and reflect on. If your collection is 
incomplete, this is an opportunity. There are four issues in each of Volumes I, I, II, 
VII, VIII and LX; three issues in each of Volumes I'V, V and VI. Back issues from 
Volumes I-VIII are $4:00 cach ($5.00 outside the U.S.). Issues from Volumes [X and X 
are $7.50 cach. Writers in the past issues are listed below. 


Vol I:1 Camille Pelland, Noah O’Dhaniel, Axel 
Harvey, Ken Gillman 

Vol I:2 Alan Richter, Maurice Poulin, Axel Harvey, 
Ken Gillman 

Vol I:3 Margaret Millard, Charles Jayne, Kay Hughey, 
Axel Harvey, Michael Erlewine. 

Vol 1:4 John Wallis, M. Poulin, Ruth Oliver, Noah 
O’Dhanicel, Jan Mazuerk, Alexander Marr, Jim 
Haynes, Axcl Harvey 

Vol II:1 John Townley, Camille Pelland, Alexander 
Marr, Barbara Koval, Charles Jayne, Kay 
Hughey, Axel Harvey, Rene Goodale, Anne 
Cilliers, Nicky Buchwald 

Vol II:2 Zane Stein, Barry Payne, Alexander Marr, 
Charles Jayne, Axel Harvey, Rene Goodale, Ken 
Gillman 

VoLIL:3 George Noonan, Barbara Koval, Beth Koch, 
Charles Jayne, Axel Harvey, Bill Hansen, Rene 
Goodale, Ken Gillman 

Vol 1:4 Maurice Poulin, Alexander Marr, Barbara 
Koval, Charles Jayne, Axel Harvey, Ken Gillman, 
Anne Cilliers 

Vol II:1 Bruce Scofield, Alexander Ruperti, Al H. 
Morrison, Alexander Marr, Barbara Koval, 
Charles Jayne, Dorothy Hughes, Axel Harvey, 
Ken Gillman 

Vol 11:2 Helen Weaver, Bruce Scofield, Noah 
O”Dhaniel, George Noonan, Bill Meridian, 
Robert Hand, Rene Goodale, Michael Erlewine 

Vol III:3 Bruce Scofield, Lew Price, Maurice Poulin, 
Alexander Marr, Barbara Koval , Axel Harvey, 
Frank Gillespie, Ken Gillman, Carolyn Caufman 

Vol III:4 Prier Wintle, Grant Weisbrot, Alexander 
Ruperti, Camille Pelland, Ruth Oliver, Alexander 
Marr, Dorothy Hughes, Nicky Buchwald 

Vol IV:1 Doug Smith, Michael O’Connor, Margaret 
Millard, Alexander Marr, Barbara Koval, Axel 
Harvey, Ken Gillman, Carolyn Caufman 

Vol IV:2 Prier Wintle, Helen Weaver, Doug Smith, 
Maurice Poulin, Bill Meridian, Alexander Marr, 
Susan Manuel, Barbara Koval, Edith Custer 

Vol [V:3 Prier Wintle, Grant Weisbrot, Alexander 
Ruperti, Alan Richter, Alexander Marr, Axel 
Harvey, Vincent Godbout, Carolyn Caufman, 
Mare Beriault 


Vol V:1 Out of print 

Vol V:2 Prier Wintle, Carl Llewellyn Weschcke, 
Henry Weingarten, Sandra Weidner, Barbara 
Somerfield, Alexander Ruperti, Alexander Marr, 
Barbara Koval, Cheng-yi Huang, Charles Harvey, 
Ken Gillman, 'T, Patrick Davis 

Vol V:3 Prier Wintle, Noah O”Dhanicl, Alexander 
Marr, Barbara Koval, Rene Goodale, Ken Gillman 

Vol VI:1 Out of print 

Vol VI:2 Jacob Schwartz, Valli Powers, Michael 
Parente, Alexander Marr, Jerry Makransky, 
Barbara Koval, Jim Haynes, Ken Gillman, Donna 
Cunningham 

Vol VI:3 Andrew Patterson, Michael Parente, 
Alexander Marr, Jerry Makransky, Anne Lathrop, 
Barbara Koval, Axel Harvey, Ken Gillman, 
Donna Cunningham 

Vol VII: 1-3 Out of print 

Vol VII:4 Michael Parente, Jack Nicholls, Jerry 
Makransky, Ross Harvey, Jim Haynes, Ken 
Gillman, Carolyn Caufman 

Vol VIEL:1 Out of print 

Vol VIII:2 John Willner, Doug Smith, Stan Riddle, 
Ken Negus, Alain Négre, Cheng-yi Huang, Bill 
Hansen, Judy Hall 

Vol VIIL:3 Prier Wintle, Michael Parente, A.J. Mantel, 
Jerry Makransky, Judy Hall, Spencer Grendahl, 
Greg Bogart 

Vol VIIL:4 Robert Zoller, Prier Wintle, A.J. Mantel, 
Jerry Makransky, Barbara Koval, Ken Gillman, 
Catherine Gill 

Vol IX:1 Prier Wintle, John Willner, Rosalind 
Sugerman, Andrew Patterson, Jack Nicholls, Jerry 
Makransky, Barbara Koval, Charles Jayne, 
Cheng-yi Huang, Ross Harvey, Judy Hall, Ken 
Gillman 

Vol IX:2 Robert Zoller, Prier Wintle, John Willner, 
Rosalind Sugerman, Doug Smith, George Noonan, 
A.J. Mantel, Jerry Makransky, Barbara Koval, 
Judy Hall, Ken Gillman, Catherine Gill 

Vol IX:3 Robert Zoller, Prier Wintle, Nick Sutherland, 
Glenn Perry, Alain Négre, Margaret Millard, Rory 
Marcato, Judy Hall, Meira Epstein, W. Buford. 

Vol IX:4 Nick Sutherland, Denis Saunders, Lois 
Rodden, Ray Merriman, Frank Jakubowsky, Ross 
Harvey, Dymock Brose, Bernadette Brady. 

1 Noel Tyl, Stan Riddle, Trebor Relloz, Jack 
Nicholls, Jerry Makransky, Theodore Landscheidt, 
Frank Jakubowsky, Ken Gillman 

Vol X:2 Prier Wintle, Carol Mull, A. J. Mantel, Garry 
Heaton 
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